'St Benedicts’ Episode 2
By
Jam e Marsh



I NT. SCHOOL - CORRI DOR - DAY

Crowds of students are rushing out of the assenbly hall.
The sports teacher, MR DEAN (33), tall and nmuscular with
not nmuch hair, is stood to the side trying to be heard.

MR DEAN
Everyone | eave sensibly and get
to your classes. No hanging
around t he school .

Alittle boy, JERRY (11), short for his age with a neat
uni form and over sized rucksack, is being kicked down the
corridor by group of boys that |ook the sane age but are
still bigger than Jerry.

He trips over fromthe kicking and drops all his books.
The boys all |augh and step over him

Nurse Farewel| opens the door to her office next to where
Jerry fell and sees himon the floor. She reaches down to
hel p hi mup

NURSE FAREVELL
Are you alright? Do you want sone
hel p?

O her boys are stepping over himon the floor. Nurse
Farewel | raises her voice.

NURSE FAREWELL
Don’t just step over him help
himup or wal k around.

Everyone a little startled by the Nurse, begin to wal k
around Jerry so then she can help Jerry up.

M Louche stornms out of the assenbly hall, pushing past
students, towards the staff room He opens the door
ri gorously and goes inside.

I NT. SCHOCL - STAFF ROOM - DAY

The door sl ans shut behind M Louche and he sees teachers
al ready sat down with there norning tea and coffee
t al ki ng.

The door is heard opening behind himand he turns to see
Ms Hardwi ck walk into the room He rushes towards her.

MR LOUCHE
What do you think you are
doing to this school? A good
beati ng never harned ne when
| was a boy.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

Ms Hardwi ck smles falsely trying to hold in the stress
she feels fromthe current situation

M5 HARDW CK
| f you could please take a seat
M Louche we can discuss this
further, at a |later date. For now
| need to nake an announcenent
before class starts.

He pulls a sour face and goes to take a seat. M Connors
is stirring mlk into a nug of tea behind her. She gl ances
over at him

MR CONNORS
Wul d you |ike a cup of tea,
Headm stress?

M5 HARDW CK
Not right now, thank you Robert.

He puts the tea spoon on the side and picks up the nug
slowy, his hand shaking as he passes her. She waits for
himto sit down slowy.
M5 HARDW CK
Good norning everyone. | know

this radical change in schoo
policy is unexpected and w ||
upset sonme of you but | feel it
is the best step forward to
maki ng this a much better

| earni ng environnment for these
young boys.

M Louche folds his arns at the back of the room

M5 HARDW CK
From now on | don’t want you
puni shing the bad students, |
want you to reward the well
behaved.

A man rushes into the roomwith files in his hands, M
CLARKE (26), tall and blond but with slightly burnt hair.
He funbles with the door handle to shut the door and turns
to nmouth sorry to Ms Hardw ck.

He creeps across the roomto the only avail able seat while
everyone wat ches him

M5 HARDW CK
Where was |? Oh yes, | want
anyone who has the top two years
to tell themthat they are being
rewarded with a trip to the
cinema this weekend if they
behave thensel ves.

( CONTI NUED)
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Ms Hardwi ck rubs her hands together with a slap which
wakes up M Connors slightly.

M5 HARDW CK
That will be all, lets get to
your | essons.

Everyone rushes up and | eaves the room M Connors spills
alittle nore of his tea as he passes. M C arke wal ks up
to Ms Hardwi ck while she is watching everyone | eave the
room

MR CLARKE
We haven’'t really had the chance
to neet. |'mthe science teacher,

M d arke.

He | ooks around and places his files onto a side table
carefully in order to extend his hand for a shake. M
Har dwi ck shakes hi s hand.

MR CLARKE
| love what your bringing to the
school, very nmuch a breath of
fresh air.

He shakes her hand violently, smling nervously. He lets
go quickly realizing he has shook her hand nore awkwardly
t han he hoped. Ms Hardw ck’s grabs her arm

M5 HARDW CK
Thank you.

M C arke wal ks of f towards the door, turns back to grab
his files and then returns to wal ki ng out the door.

I NT. SCHOCL - MATHS ROOM - DAY

Travis Swinton is stood on a table in the center of the
class room Most people are cheering himon, sone are sat
sensibly trying to ignore his shouting.

TRAVI S
Rejoice ny fellow cl ass-mates we
have been given this opportunity
of freedom The days of being
hit, beaten and scorn are over.

A group of boys cheer and the door is heard creeping open.
Travis junps to the floor and everyone el se rushes to
there seats. M Louche wal ks in.

MR LQOUCHE
Sit down Swi nton.

( CONTI NUED)
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Travis sits in his seat unenthusiastically. M Louche
takes of his brown blazer, throws it over his seat, rolls
up his sleeves and picks up a piece of chal k

MR LOUCHE
Today we will be carrying on with
metric to inperial conversions.

Soneone at the back of the class makes a groani ng noi se
and M Louche spins round, throwi ng the chalk as hard as
he can across the room at the sound.

Travis with his arns folded sits up in his chair.

TRAVI S

You cant do that anynore, sir.
MR LOUCHE

| can do what | like in ny

cl assroom

He calns his breath and stands straight.

MR LOUCHE
That rem nds nme, you are al
bei ng given the opportunity to go
to the cinema this weekend if you
do as you are told.

He turns and picks up a new piece of chalk to wite on the
board. In the mddle of the room Travis and his gang are
tal king quietly.

JOHNNY
Hey, if we get to go to the
cinema this weekend we m ght
catch The Shooti st.

I NT. SCHOOL - SCI ENCE ROOM - DAY

Younger | ooking students are sat at desks listening to M
Clarke at the front of the class showi ng themthe burner.
Jerry is sat in the mddle of the room fascination

strai ght across his face.

MR CLARKE
Now you can see if | add Sulfate
to the flanme it changes col our.

He puts the sulfate into the blue flanmes and it changes to
gr een.

Boys are | aughing behind himand throw a paper ball at the
back of his head. Jerry flinches and picks it up.

( CONTI NUED)
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He opens the paper to read 'queer for science . Jerry
turns behind himto see who threw it and sees them al
| aughi ng, sonme are pointing at him

He faces the front again with al nost teary eyes.

I NT. SCHOCL - STAFF TO LETS - DAY

M Louche is washing his hands in the sink and sonmeone
flushes the oo in the cubicle behind him He [ ooks up in
the mirror to see M Connors steps out and wal k towards

t he ot her sink.

MR LOUCHE
Bl oody ridiculous this new rule.

M Louche reaches over for the soap and M Connors runs
the tap to wash hi s hands.

MR LOUCHE
What do you think Robert?

He al so reaches over for the soap.
MR CONNCRS
A hit on the knuckles by ny old
man never did me any harm

M Louche starts to dry his hands.

MR LQOUCHE
That’ s what | said, happy to hear
soneone still has sense around

this place unlike that young
sci ence teacher we got |ast year.

MR CONNORS
Yeah, what was his nanme agai n?

MR LOUCHE
Don’t know, science not a proper
subj ect anyway.

M Connors grabs the hand towel from him

MR CONNCRS
| mss M Kingsly as headnaster.

MR LQOUCHE
Who doesn’'t?

MR CONNCRS
Sad the way he went, so
unexpect ed.

They start to | eave the toilet.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

Bot h of them I augh.
open for

MR LQOUCHE
Now we are stuck with a wonman in
char ge.

M Connor s.
MR LOUCHE
Hopeful Il y soneone will see sense
and she will be gone soon.

M Connors | eaves the toilet and he foll ows.

I NT. SCHOCL - NURSES OFFI CE - DAY

Nurse Farewell is pouring tea froma tea pot
front of Ms Hardw ck.

NURSE FAREWELL
Tea and nightly strolls that’s
how | deal with stress.

M Louche grabs the door and holds it

into a nug in

Ms Hardwi ck waits for her to sit down before talking.

M5 HARDW CK
| don’t trust half mnmy staff.

NURSE FAREWELL
| wouldn’t, they're nostly
sweaty, snoking, tweed nen.

Ms Hardwi ck chuckl es and takes a sip of her tea.

Nur se Far ewel

M5 HARDW CK
| know one of the teachers was
the reason for students having
overly hurt hands but they’ re al
too scared to tell me who.

tea and eats it.

Nur se Far ewel

her

mug.

NURSE FAREWVELL
| wouldn’t trust Alastair Louche
if I was you. Seens the nost
shifty teacher

M5 HARDW CK
|’ m not sure, he’s grunpy but
seens |ike he has the students
best interest at heart, very deep
down.

takes a custard cream and dunks it in her

pul | s a face of doubt and takes a sip from

( CONTI NUED)
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NURSE FAREWELL
Peopl e have been sayi ng though
that the reason he is so grunpy
is because his wife left him
years ago for sonme reason

M5 HARDW CK
You shoul d know by now | don’t
bel i eve i n gossinp.

She tries to hide her fascination behind her nmug as she
fini shes her tea.

I NT. SCHOCOL - SCI ENCE ROOM - DAY

M Carke is sat at his desk nmarking books and there is a
knock at the door.

MR CLARKE
Come i n.

The door opens slowy to reveal Jerry. He doesn’t | ook
directly at M d arke.

JERRY
You wanted to see nme sir.

M C arke puts down his pen and turns on his stool to face
Jerry.

MR CLARKE
Yes Jerry, | wanted to ask if
anyt hi ng was w ong?
He still doesn’t look directly at him nostly with his
head down.
MR CLARKE

Your results fromthe | ast test
we did have gone down by quite a
bit. You sure there is nothing on
your m nd?

Jerry stays still to think but then shakes his head.
MR CLARKE
Your the brightest person in the
class Jerry, | know you will rmake

a great scientist if you put all
your energy into it.

Jerry continues to say nothing.

MR CLARKE
Alright, well off you go. | don’t
want you m ssing too nmuch of your
break tine.



M C arke watches Jerry | eave the room qui ckly, concern on
his face.

I NT. SCHOCL - OFFI CE RECEPTI ON - DAY

Ms Hardwi ck steps out of her office and | ooks at the sign
on her door which still reads ’Headmaster’. The prefect is
sat witing at his little desk. She wal ks over to him

MS HARDW CK
Why does ny door still read
Headmast er rat her than
Headm stress?

The prefect coughs, placing his pen on the table.

PREFECT
| don’t know miss. | think it was
m ssed in the school funding |ist
fromthe | ast governor neeting.

Ms Hardwi ck start to | ook annoyed.

M5 HARDW CK
Let ne see this docunent.

The prefect opens a filling cabinet next to him and
searches through the papers to find the docunent. He hands
it over. Ms Hardw ck snatches it from him

M5 HARDW CK
You shoul dn’t be | ooking at
docunents |ike this anyway.

She scans it closing before finding the door sign being
budget ed but crossed out.

M5 HARDW CK
Who handed this to you?

The prefect gulps.

PREFECT
M  Swi nt on.

Ms Hardw ck tw tches with annoyance and rai ses her voice.
M5 HARDW CK
| want my door sign changed as
soon as possible. You understand?

The prefect nods and Ms Hardw ck storns off.
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I NT. SCHOOL - CORRI DOR - DAY

Ms Hardwi ck is wal king down the enpty corridor. Mirnurs of
| essons are being taught through the closed doors.

Suspicion is on her face as she peers through each door
wi ndow to see teachers talking to pupils scribbling notes
on paper.

She gets closer to the end of the corridor only English,
Mat hs and Science to check on. The high pitched clipping
of her high heal shoes echoing closer to the classroom
doors. Her suspicion grows |arger and he eyes widening in
anti ci pation.

She | ooks round as a whistle blows outside and she can
hear M Dean shouting. This conpletely |ooses her train of
t hought and she stops. Forgetting what it was she was
doi ng she goes out the door to her side towards the PE

| esson.

EXT. SCHOOL - FOOTBALL FI ELD - DAY

MR DEAN ( SHOUTI NG
Ri ght, ki ckoff.

Ms Hardwi ck starts to wal k across the field slightly
i mbal anced by her heals on the nud.

Jerry is running up the pitch trying to take the ball from
a |l arger student who knocks hi mout the way.

Ms Hardwi ck gets to the edge of the pitch and stops
wal ki ng. She watches himcl osely and suspiciously as he
continues to shout at the students playing football and
bl ow ng his whistle.

MR DEAN ( SHOUTI NG
Look at what your doing, Smth
was w de open to take the ball.

Two boys are also running back and forth tal king by the
goal. M Dean spots them and bl ows his whistle.

VMR DEAN ( SHOUTI NG
Spencer, QGuster, stop nessing
around and start playing the
gane.

SPENCER
But we're cold Sir.

M Dean wal ks over and grabs one of them by the collar.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 10.

MR DEAN
Wl | maybe a few | aps of the
field will warmyou up?

Ms Hardw ck clears her throat. He junps and lets go of
hi m

M5 HARDW CK
Maybe if they wore sonet hing
war mer than just shorts they
would join in better M Dean.

Hi s expression shows he doesn’t appreciate her suggestion
and he runs back down the pitch. She continues watching
suspi ci ousl y.

I NT. SCHOOL - CHANG NG ROOMS - DAY

Everyone is stonping in nuddy boots and throw ng off tops.
Jerry is nervously stood in the corner. One of the | arger
boys cones over and sits to take off his boots.

SECOND YEAR 1
Hey | ook everyone be caref ul
Jerry mght be watching you get
changed.

A bunch of the boys | augh and step away fromJerry in the
corner.

Jerry feels nervous about taking his top off to change. M
Dean cones into the room

MR DEAN
Ri ght then boys good gane.

M Dean spots that Jerry isn't getting changed.

MR DEAN
Jerry, start getting changed?

Jerry junps and starts to take off his sports top. The
| arger student takes the top fromhim He junps up to get
it but he cant reach.

SECOND YEAR 1
Jerry can’t keep his top on in
front of boys.

Jerry folds his arns and turns away upset fromthe
| aught er.
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11.

EXT. SCHOCOL - BI KE SHEDS - DAY

M Carke is rushing round the corner of the sheds with
shaki ng hands. Still shaking he searches his pockets to
find a lighter.

He puts his other hand carefully into his jack pocket

| ooking round to see if anyone is near. He carefully takes
out a joint and puts it too his nouth with a sigh of
relief.

M Carke carefully puts the lighter to the end then
lights it and takes it in falling against the side of the
shed in rel axation.

A bunch of third years are wal king past and one stops to
| ook over at M O arke against the bi ke shed snoking.

THI RD YEAR
Funny snelling snoke sir.

M Carke junps up and drops it on the floor stunping it
out quick in panic. He straightens his jacket trying to
| ook nore conposed.

MR CLARKE
New bl end. On your way Smith.

The third year doesn’t | ook too convinced and wal ks on. M
Cl arke | ooks at the floor slightly fed up.

I NT. SCHOCOL - 2ND YEAR BEDROOM - EVEN NG

The roomis conpletely tidy and enpty other than one bed.
Jerry is rushing to put his sheets together while four
ot her boys sit at the top of the bunk beds | aughi ng.

SECOND YEAR 1
Come on he will be here soon for
t he i nspection.

SECOND YEAR 2
Poor Jerry going to get detention
fromthe Louche.

Jerry tries to ignore themwhile he hides dirty laundry
under his covers. They all junp down fromthe beds and
| eave the room As the |ast one | eaves he pushes Jerry
over onto his bed and | aughs.

As Jerry gets back up M Louche enters the roomwith a
clip board and pen.

MR LOUCHE
What are you still doing her, get
to supper.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 12.

Jerry panics and | eaves the room qui ckly. M Louche

wat ches hi m | eave and shakes his head. He ticks boxes as
he observes each bed. \When he gets to Jerry’'s he tuts and
wites on his clip board.

He reaches over to straighten the pill ow when he sees the
corner of a picture sticking out. M Louche grabs the
paper and holds it up to reveal magazi ne and post card cut
outs of half naked nen.

BREAK

I NT. SCHOCL - DI NNER HALL - EVEN NG

The hall is buzzing with students and staff eating and
tal king. Ms Hardwick is stood in the corner of the room
eating an apple. Her eyes observing everyone around her.

A small first year conmes into the hall, holding his hands,
trying not to cry. Ms Hardw ck notices himand approaches
hi m qui ckl y.

M5 HARDW CK

Are you alright? What happened to
your hands.

He | ooks at her and puts his hands behind his back with a
flinch of pain.

MS HARDW CK
Was this a teacher

He doesn’t show signs to answering, tears are starting to
formin his eyes.

M5 HARDW CK
Alright, go to the Nurse and get
your hands seen to.

He runs off out of the hall.

I NT. SCHOOL - NURSES OFFI CE - DAY

The nurse is putting bandages away on a shelf when there
is a knock on the door.

NURSE FAREWELL
Come in?

The boy with the hurt hands creeps around the door. Hs
head is still |low and eyes still dried out fromcrying.

The nurse rushes over.

( CONTI NUED)
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NURSE FAREWELL
Onh dear, what happened.

He hold up his bloody hands to her and she doesn’t | ook
surprised. She shows himto the bed which he sits down on.
Nurse Farewel | picks the bandages back fromthere shelf
with a sigh.

NURSE FAREVELL
| think I"’mgoing to need to find
some nore bandages soon with the
anount | have been using lately.

The nurse starts putting the bandages around the boys
hands. His eyes start to ook less tired now

NURSE FAREWELL
Coul d you be a brave young nan
and tell ne who did this?

The boy hesitates then | ooks away from her.

I NT. SCHOOL - DI NNER HALL - DAY

The other side of the roomto Ms Hardwick is sat Travis
and hi s group.

VI NCE
My cousin went to see it | ast
week, he said The Shootist is a
good novi e.

J OHNNY
Yeah can’t wait to | eave this
pl ace for a bit.

Travis isn’t paying attention to their conversation.

TRAVI S
Watch this.

He grabs a hand full of mash potato and throws it at the
students lined up with enpty plates. His friends | augh and
chant to egg himon. He throws nore at them and they al
start noving out the way.

Ms Hardw ck | ooks up to tell them off
M5 HARDW CK( SHOUTI NG
Stop what you are doing this
i nstant.
Travis stops and sits in his chair. M Louche conmes into

the hall and | ooks over at Travis with concern. The whol e
hal | is watching.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 14.

M5 HARDW CK
| do not want to see behavi or
like that in this hall again.

Everyone conti nues there conversations.
Al'l of Travis's friends huff. M Louche wonders off.
Vi nce punches Travis on the arm

VI NCE
Ni ce going Travis.

M Louche wal ks over to Jerry who is sat on his own.

MR LOUCHE
Jerry, can | have a word with you
out si de.

Jerry junps up and follows M Louche out of he hall. M
Hardwi ck is watching their every nove with suspicion.

I NT. SCHOOL - NURSES OFFI CE - DAY

The Nurse stops doing the bandages while waiting for the
boy to answer.

BOY
Don’t want to.

NURSE FAREWELL
Wiy not? It wont happen again if
you | et soneone know.

She continues to finish bandaging his hand and he junps up
to |l eave. The nurse picks up a jar fromthe side and hol ds
it out to the boy.

NURSE FAREWELL
Wul d you |i ke a bourbon?

The boy steps forward to take one and the nurse foll ows
hi m out the door.

| NT. SCHOOL - CORRIDOR - NI CGHT

M Louche shuts the dinner hall doors.

MR LOUCHE
Are these yours?

He gets out the pictures fromhis clipboard to show him
Jerry | ooks shocked and confused.

( CONTI NUED)
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JERRY
No they are not mne. | don't
know where they canme from

MR LOUCHE
They were under your pillow. This
is very serious Jerry they're
pi ctures of nen.

Jerry starts to cry and he tries to hide it.

MR LOUCHE
There is no point crying, your
still getting detention tonorrow

lunch tine with ne.

Jerry nods, slightly relieved and goes back into the hal
to finish his dinner.

M Louche spots the nurse show ng out the boy from her
of fice and she sees Jerry running away from him She gives
hima dirty | ook and returns to her office.

I NT. SCHOCL - HARDW CKS OFFI CE - DAY

M ss Hardwi ck is sat at her desk signing paper work when
the door is opened by the prefect.

PREFECT
The nurse to see you, m ss.

Nurse Farewell wal ks into the roomand sits down
confortably, Iike she cones here often

The prefect closes the door.

HARDW CK
Dot, how is everything going?

NURSE FAREWELL
Sorry to conme in when you are
clearly busy Kathleen but | had
anot her boy yesterday cone into
ny office to get his hands seen
to. This has got to stop.

Ms Hardw ck takes off her glasses and rubs her tenples.

M5 HARDW CK
| know but | cant do anyt hi ng
wi t hout proof.

NURSE FAREWELL

It’s clearly Louche, hes the nost
out spoken agai nst the rule.

( CONTI NUED)
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M5 HARDW CK
| can’t just go around accusi ng
my staff, if I catch themin the
act | amable to fire themon the
spot. Anyway | have had Sw nton
br eat hi ng down t he back of ny
neck ever since | got here.

The Nurse sits back, knowing Ms Hardwi ck is right.

Ms Hardwi ck picks up a pile of forms from her desk and
st ands up.

M5 HARDW CK
|”ve got to get these forns to
the library, thank you for your
concern Dot .

The Nurse gets up to |l eave with her.

NURSE FAREWELL
Anyt hing for the students, you
know that. | think its tinme
confront M Louche.

I NT. SCHOCL - OFFI CE RECEPTI ON - DAY

Nurse Farewel |l wal ks out the open door and down the
corridor.

Ms Hardw ck | ooks at her door sign, it hasn’t changed. She
gives the prefect a huff and the prefect |ooks up

startl ed. She storns off down the corridor. The prefect

qui ckly picks up the phone.

I NT. SCHOOL - CORRI DOR - DAY

Travis and his group are wal king down the corridor. A
group of first years are wal king the other way wearing
sport clothes to go to the changing roons. Travis | ooks at
themall and Vince smles.

Travis stands to the side and starts to chant.

TRAVI S
Vi nce, Vince, Vince.

TRAVI S/ JOHNNY/ DAVI D
Vi nce, Vince, Vince..

Vi nce bends over into a rugby position and charges towards
the small first years. He hurdles into the | argest boy and
knocks hi mover. The other boys around himtunble and
trip.

( CONTI NUED)
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TRAVI S
Go Vince!l dassic.

Travis and his friends are | aughi ng when M Louche cones
out his room behind them

MR LOUCHE ( SHOUTI NG
Swi nt on!

He stornms up the corridor towards them

MR LOUCHE
| told you, any nessing around
and you woul d never get to go to
the filmor your friends.

Travis group drops there heads in di sappointment.

MR LOUCHE
Next tinme | would suggest doing
sonething to inpress ne |like a
good grade for once.

He wal ks past them and steps over the first years
struggling to get up off the floor.

I NT. SCHOOL - LI BRARY - DAY

The library is not very busy with only a few eager
students sat in corners readi ng books or doi ng honework.
M  Connors is handing a book to Ms Hardw ck.

M5 HARDW CK
| loved this book as a child.

MR CONNCRS
Yeah it’s not ny favorite but it
is a great read.

M5 HARDW CK
You should give it another try.

The door swi ngs open violently and M Swi nton approaches
Ms Hardwi ck with rage.

MR SW NTON
How dare you inplenent a rule
like this on the school w thout
aski ng the governors first.

M5 HARDW CK
Vll that isn't really your job

and Governor Bel |l man was happy
with the idea.

The door opens and M cheal pops his head around the frane.

( CONTI NUED)
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M CHAEL
Fat her .

They both | ook around and he wal ks over to themw th a
pi ece of paper.

M CHAEL
Coul d you pl ease sign this schoo
trip form
M Swinton’s voice is still raised.
MR SW NTON

How dare you interrupt ne when
amtal king to soneone el se.

M chael |owers his head and doesn’t say anything. M
Har dwi ck | ooks shocked and concer ned.

MR SW NTON
Wait outside and | will have a
proper word with you.

He rushes out the room M Hardw ck steps forward.

M5 HARDW CK
| think you should | ower your
voice, you're in a library.

M Swinton grunts at her remark and | eaves the room M
Connors is trying to mnd his own business in the corner.

I NT. SCHOCL - CORRI DOR - DAY

M Swinton steps out the library and wal ks past M cheal
waiting for him Mchael runs up behind to catch up

MR SW NTON
Maybe I will sign the form when
you have | earnt sonme nanners.

M CHAEL
But . ..

M Swi nton stops and | ooks down at M chael.
MR SW NTON
There are no buts in the real
wor | d.
He takes the formfrom him

MR SW NTON
O days of f work.

( CONTI NUED)
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M Swinton starts to walk away, rips the letter in half

and drops the formon the floor. Once he has turned the

corner, Mchael runs up to the formand picks up the two
hal f’s.

M Louche is coming down the corridor towards M Sw nton.
They see each other and M Swinton stops to talk to him

MR SW NTON
Alister hows things going?

MR LOUCHE
| think you know, it’s going
downhill, there is just no
di sci pline anynore. Just | ast
ni ght | caught a second year with
pi ctures of topless nmen under his
pill ow.

MR SW NTON
| would be furious is either of
nmy boys were caught with
di sgusting stuff |ike that.

MR LOUCHE
Problemis due to these new rul es
| could only give himlunchtine
det enti on.

M Swi nton stops abruptly and M Louche steps back.

MR SW NTON
What was this boys nane.

MR LOUCHE
l’mnot in liberty to tell anyone
that, Raynond. lve got to get on.

M Louche wal ks of down the corridor towards the staff
room | eaving M Swi nton next to the entrance.

I NT. SCHOCL - STAFF ROOM - DAY

M Louche is watching the boiling kettle and throws a
teabag in a nug. The door is heard opening and he | ooks
round to see who it is. The nurse is stood in the doorway
and he rolls his eyes.

NURSE FAREVELL ( UNDER BREATH)
Char m ng.

She wal ks past himto the sink and picks up a glass. M

Louche takes a box of cigarettes out of his jacket pocket
and a lighter and lights one.
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NURSE FAREWELL
| read this study recently that
they are really bad for your
| ungs.

M Louche grunts at her comment and the kettle pings. He
pours the hot water into his nmug. Hesitantly the nurse
steps cl oser.

romthe

M Louche takes out the bag and grabs the mlk f
| sitting in

fridge. The nurse spots that his cane is stil
his letter tray.

NURSE FAREWELL
Interesting you still have your
cane.

M Louche starts to get angry and pours to much mlk into
the nmug and it spills everywhere. He Junps back as it
spills onto his trousers.

He turns around to the Nurse, frustration all across his
face. He grabs the cane fromthe tray.

MR LOUCHE
| just haven’t got round to
getting rid of it yet.

He puts his cigarette out with the spilt mlk and storns
out the roomleaving the ness. The Nurse tries not to
| augh and goes to start cleaning up.

I NT. SCHOCL - CORRI DOR - DAY

Through the door wi ndow M Louche is sat reading a paper
and Jerry is sat at a desk in silence. M Sw nton wal ks
down the corridor past the room and | ooks i nside.

A nischievoys smle cones apross_his face and M Connors
steps out his classroom behind him

MR CONNORS ( HESI TANTLY)
Everything alright M Sw nton?

MR SW NTON
Yeah |’ ve just found out sone
very hel pful information.

M Connors nods absently and M Sw nton wal ks away.



27

28

29

21.

BREAK

EXT. SCHOOL - GROUNDS - DAY

JEUVON (34), is raking |l eaves, a man who's bl ack skin

hi des his sol emm eyes. Kids wal k past and throw a banana
skin at his head.

BOY
Enj oy your | unch.

They all laugh and he struggles to bend down to pick it
up.
| NT. SCHOOL - CORRI DOR - DAY

Travis and his group are wal king down a corridor.

JOHNNY
Travis, why’ d you have to chant
Vi nce on.

VI NCE
Yeah was | ooking forward to the
novi e.

TRAVI S

What do you care about a novie
for when we have all the freedom
we want .

DAVI D
It’s not worth it mate, | would
rat her have ny tine.

He taps himon the back and they all wal k ahead into the
| anguage room

M CHAEL
Travi s.

Travis turns to see his brother running down the corridor
towards himand wal ks up to him M chael out of breath
hands over a piece of paper.

TRAVI S
VWhat this?

He | ooks at it and sees its a school trip form

TRAVI S
What can | do with this.

Hesitant with his question.
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M CHAEL
Coul d you get father to sign it
for me. He wouldn’'t when | asked.

Travis thinks and then | ooks into his cl ass.

TRAVI S
Your nmeking nme late for my class.
How woul d that nmakes nme | ook?

M chael doesn’t look at him still trying to catch his
breath. Travis screws up the paper and screws it at

M chael s head and he | ooks up at his brother. Travis
starts to | ook through the papers.

TRAVI S
| m not doi ng anything father has
said no to.

Ms Hardw ck is | ooking though sone folders in her hand as
she wal ks around the corridor. Travis sees her com ng and
rubs his hair.

Ms Hardw ck | ooks up to see them M chael pulls a face at
hi s brother.

TRAVI S
Well run along Mchael or we wll
both be late for class.

He smles up at Ms Hardwi ck as she passes, M Hardw ck
doesn’t | ook convinced. Travis watched Ms Hardw ck wal k
around the corner before dropping the false smle.

M cheal is no |longer |ooking up at his brother.

TRAVI S
Go t hen.

M chael runs down the corridor and around the corner.

Ms Hardwi ck is turning down the corridor towards her
of fice when M cheal runs past her. M Hardw ck watches him
with concern as he rushes into a classroom

EXT. SCHOCOL - GROUNDS - DAYS

M C arke rushes past a |load of students a little jittery.
He takes the lighter and a joint out of his jacket pocket.
He brings the lighter to the end and sparks the flame.
Wth his first breath his shaking stops and he rel axes.

He hears a twi g snap of sonmeone wal king in the distance.

M Carke junps and rolls his eyes at the intrusion. He
hi des the joint behind him
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Jevon carrying a watering can, cones around the corner and
sees M Clarke. M Carke drops the joint unexpectedly
behind himand falls down quick to find it.

Standi ng back up with it in his hand, Jevon is now
wat ching him He |ooks at the contents of his hands and
back at M C arke.

M C arke gul ps. Jevon tips his hat and continues his way.
M Cark sighs in relief and takes another breath.

I NT. SCHOOL - LI BRARY - DAY

Ms Hardw ck wal ks through the library and sees M cheal sat
on his own. She wal ks over to him

M5 HARDW CK
Hell o. Mchael isn't it?

M cheal is taken aback fromthe interruption and | ooks up
to see the headm stress.

M CHAEL
Yes m ssS.

She sits down on the seat next to him
M5 HARDW CK
Am 1 right in saying your father
is M Swi nton?

He | ooks down | ess happy.

M CHAEL
Yes m ssS.

MS HARDW CK
VWhat's that |like? | bet it’'s
har d?

M CHAEL

Yes but | have ny brother which
think is a good thing.

Ms Hardw ck chuckl es and | ooks over at M C arke, just
entering the room He starts to point at Jerry who is al so
sat on his own. He has a big comcal smle on his face

whi ch nakes Ms Hardwi ck laugh a little nore.

M5 HARDW CK
You see the boy over there?

They both | ook over at Jerry who is just reading a book.
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M5 HARDW CK
H's nane is Jerry. He has no one
to sit with either. | think you

shoul d go over and sit with him
M cheal | ooks away unsure.

M5 HARDW CK
Go on.

She nudges his arm He hesitantly gets up and M d arke
has both his thunbs up.

M cheal sits down next to Jerry.

M CHAEL
Hi, are you Jerry? | think your
in m music club. 1"m M cheal
Jerry | ooks over.
JERRY

Oh, hi yeah, I'mJerry.

Ms Hardw ck is watching them smling.

I NT. SCHOCL - OFFI CE RECEPTI ON - DAY

Ms Hardw ck wal ks up to her door and sees that the door
sign has changed. She smles to herself brightly and turns
to the prefect but he isn't there.

Instead there is a sign saying 'In Lesson.’” She | ooks at
his enpty desk smling slightly | ess and steps into her
of fice.

| NT. SCHOOL - SCI ENCE ROOM - DAY

Jerry and M cheal are sat listening to M O arke start the
| esson.

MR CLARKE
Ri ght, so last |esson we | ooked
at different elenents nmaking
various colours when put into a
flame.

The sane boys in the back of the class are still |aughing
at Jerry. One of themthrows a pen at the back of his
head. Jerry and M cheal spin round.

SECOND YEAR 1

s it true you were put into
detention by the Louche?
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SECOND YEAR 2
What are you sitting with that
puff for M cheal ?

M cheal isn't interested and turns back to the front of
t he cl ass.

MR CLARKE
Today we wi Il be | earning about
t he conpound el enents that made
t he fl ames change col our, such as
Sodi um Chl ori de.

SECOND YEAR 1
Hey Jerry, why are you so
interested in all this rubbish,
it’'s easy.

Jerry tries to ignore thembut is starting to get upset.
M cheal notices and turns, nore frustrated.

M CHAEL
| bet you can’t spell Chloride?

SECOND YEAR 1
Cl-o0-r-i-d-e

The boy | ooks snmug and the ot her boys | augh.
Jerry turns around and | ooks straight at them all

JERRY
Actually it has a Hin it.

The boy is startled that he got it wong and the other
boys stop laughing. M C arke notices they are talking at
t he back.

MR CLARKE
You boys at the back, stay after
| esson so you can tell ne what |
just told you. You need to pay
attention to this it will be in
your test.

He smiles at Jerry and Jerry smles back.

I NT. SCHOOL - NURSES OFFI CE - DAY

Ms Hardwick is sat with a cup of tea in her hands and the
nurse is sat the other side eating a piece of cake.

NURSE FAREWELL
| know it’s not ny place to say
this Kathline, but you are going
to have to do sonething nore to
stop these kids getting hurt.
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M5 HARDW CK
| know.

She stares out the window into the school grounds. She
drinks a sip of tea.

NURSE FAREWELL
Whats going on to these poor boys
i s barbaric.

The headm stress turns to | ook at the nurse.

M5 HARDW CK
| prom se Dot, the next tinme |
see a boy with hurt hands | wll
stormdown to M Louche and catch
himin the act.

NURSE FAREWELL
Thank you, | just can’t help one
nore crying student.

I NT. SCHOOL - DI NNER HALL - DAY
Crowds of students are wal king down to the dinner hall,
the snell of hot food drawing themin. Ms Hardwi ck is

wat chi ng them as she enters the hall.

She spots a kid with tear ridden eyes conme into the
hall. H's hands badly hurt. She storns over to him

MS HARDW CK
Come with ne.

She taps his back and gui des himout the hall doors.

| NT. SCHOOL - CORRI DOR - DAY

Ms Hardwi ck continues to guild the boy down the corridor
and points to Nurse Farewell, who is stood in the doorway
to the office.

The Nurse | ooks at the boys hand and nmakes a pl eadi ng
| ooks to the headni stress. Ms Hardw ck nods and storns
down the corridor.

| NT. SCHOOL - MATHS ROOM - DAY

Ms Hardwi ck slans the door to the maths room open to see
M Louche sat at his desk readi ng a paper.

The front page reads about the Notting H Il R ots. She

stornms over to himand takes the paper out his hands and
drops it on the desk.
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M5 HARDW CK
Do you know anyt hi ng about the
students that have continued to
recei ved beatings?

MR LOUCHE
| don’t know what you are talking
about .

He picks up his paper and continues to read it. M
Har dwi ck takes the paper back from his hands and chucks it
in the bin. She | ooks at himfurious.

MR LOUCHE
| have done exactly as you said
and only given out detentions to
t hose troubl esonme know it al
boys. I may not like the new
rules but I will follow them

Ms Hardw ck | ooks at himtrying to work out if he is
telling the truth, Ms Louche gets up and wal ks to the
door, holding it open.

MR LOUCHE
Now i f you don’t mind, | enjoy ny
time al one before | essons.

She wal ks towards himstill not convinced. As she’s about
to | eave the roomthey both hear a whack and a scream from
the next room They both turn there heads quickly.

I NT. SCHOCOL - ENGLI SH ROOM - DAY

Ms Hardw ck opens the door to reveal M Connors with a
wooden cane hitting the knuckles of a small pupil. The boy
is crying loudly, screaming with each hit.

MR CONNCRS
Don’t you forgot your assignnents
agai n.

M5 HARDW CK ( SHOUTI NG
That is enough.

He stops and | ooks at her. The boy runs out the room M
Louche is in the doorway.

M5 HARDW CK
Who do you think you are to
di sregard the rules and hurt
children |ike this?
M Connors doesn’t speak, taken aback by her interruption.

She grabs the cane fromhis hands and snaps it in half.
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MR CONNORS
But these kids need to be taught
areal life lesson, its not

enough to just give them a | ook
and | et them continue nmaking this
world a nore retched place with
all these drugs and riots.

M5 HARDW CK
There is no excuse to hurt ny
students. It doesn’t help their
education so | will not allowit.

MR CONNCRS
M Louche agrees with ne.

M Connors | ooks over to M Louche pleadingly. M Hardw ck
al so turns towards M Louche. He | ooks away trying not to
be a part of the conversation.

M Connors slans his fist down on the table and sits on
his chair.

M5 HARDW CK
| want you to pack your things
this instant and take early
retirement.

MR CONNORS
But. ..
M5 HARDW CK
No buts, | don’t want to see you

in my school again.
Ms Hardw ck turns to wal k out the room passing M Louche.
M5 HARDW CK
| think it’s time for our first
femal e teacher anyway.

M  Louche sighs and | ooks over at M Connors sat on his
own with worry and cl oses the door.



