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There is the faint sound of a scratching pen on
paper. RANDOLPH Branberly, an ol der Yorkshireman

wites.
BRAVBERLY
(V.O Dear Andrew. | hope you're doing alright. The
best you can where you are. | have been thinking

about old tines again recently. You used to | ove ny
stories of when | was a detective. Here is one you
woul d enjoy froml think it was 1972.

INT. HOTEL - DI NI NG ROOM

Pop goes the chanpagne. It pours over into

gl asses of people |Iaughing. The roomis busy
with a sea of posh voices and clinking gl asses.
The crowd's words are spoken through their

upt urned noses.

BRAMBERLY
(V.O Big-tine banker Nigel GIllIinghamwas throw ng a
| arge party for his engagenent to what woul d have
been his second wife, Gace. It was an expensive do
and the end of a long tiresone case.

An ol der man with a woman with a nuch younger
Voi ce enters.

SU TED MAN
| can see why Nigel threwthis event all the way out
her e.

POSH WOVAN
Yes quite.

The roomstarts to settle down and everyone
finds their seats.

HEADWAI TER
Di nner ..

He stops at the sound of soneone pushing open
the entrance doors. Branberly stunbles into the
room The crowd turns to see himwth a scornfu
gasp. His strong Yorkshire accent stands out.
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BRAMBERLY
Ch, bugger am| late? Don't mnd ne.

Branmberly decides to wal k around the edge of the
room He squeezes through the small gaps agai nst
the walls and chairs.

BRAVBERLY
Com ng t hrough.

One worman junps up with a squeal as he tries to
pass behind her and nocks her chair. The next
| ady al ong stands and tucks in to | et him pass.

BRANMBERLY
Ta, | ove.

The room stays silent as he sl owy approaches
the only enpty seat. Now begrudged whi spers die
down as they wait on the Headwaiter. He now
clears his throat and is about to speak when the
sound of a napkin being unfolded | oudly cones
fromthe obvious side of the room

Branmberly tucks it into his shirt and in much
di smay slurps the soup in front of himloudly.

BRAMBERLY
That's sonme good grub. Could do with sone salt
t hough.

The Headwai ter coughs. Branberly places his
spoon back down.

BRAMBERLY
(Whi sper)
Apol ogi es.
HEADWAI TER
Di nner . .
(pause)
is served

The Headwaiter takes a breath of relief and

| eaves. The clinking of spoons now fills the
room as people beginto finally tuck into their
soup.

A m crophone buzzes on.
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SI NGER
Let's start the evening with a song fromthe new
Janmes Bond picture.

I nstrunents begin to play. A woman begins to
sing ' Di anonds are Forever.

FADES OUT
I NT. HOTEL - LOBBY

The song is nmuffled in the | obby outside. N GEL
nervously huns as he slowy creaks open a door
to hear the song. A woman struts her heels down
the stairs behind him GRACE

GRACE
Are you ready darling?

NI GEL
You know, a little nervous.

GRACE

(Flirty)

Don't worry soon we can get back to the hotel room
(beat)

VWhat's wrong?

NI GEL
It doesn't matter.

INT. HOTEL - DI NI NG ROOM

Branberly is stuffing his face with the amazi ng
food on offer.

BRAMBERLY
What say you two? Gunna put a bun in your oven?

GENTLEMAN
Mot her is always on the | ookout every tine we visit.

They chuckl e.
GENTLEMAN
She always says it's the proper thing to do. | rather
suppose it is.

LADY
What say you, any children to speak of?
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BRAMBERLY
Got one lovely lad. Just been sent off to Irel and.

Hs voice drifts off as his happy deneanour
slips to nelancholy for just a nonent.

BRAMBERLY
Got to say this is a lovely bash. Don't you think?

GENTLEMAN
Quite. So how do you know t he happy coupl e?

BRANMBERLY
Ah, no |l don't.

The doubl e doors open and everyone settles down.

HEADWAI TER
Your host for this evening, N gel GIIlingham

The music stops and they step up to the stage.
Ni gel takes the m crophone.

NI GEL
Thank you everyone for comng to this very speci al
event. O course, you all know | amthe |ucky man
that has asked for this beautiful lady's hand in
marriage. So let's raise a toast to ny ever-brilliant
fiance, Grace. Here, here.

EVERYONE
Here, here.

Fromthe famliar corner of the room one person
is loudly clapping |longer than the rest,
Branberly. He gets up fromhis chair. The room
is silent, it is his now

BRAMBERLY
Very | ovely, touching even.
NI GEL
Do | know you?
BRAMBERLY
| was just wondering if | was able to borrow your
pen?
NI GEL
(conf used)
| guess.

Created using Celtx



He takes it out of his pocket. Branberly steps
up onto the wooden stage and takes it from him

BRAMBERLY
Ta.

GRACE
Coul d you pl ease explain who you are?

BRAMBERLY
Certainly. I'"m Detective Branberly of County Police
and | amputting you, Nigel GIllingham under arrest
for the nurder of your son Mcheal Hurrican.

The crowd gasps in shock. Police officers start
to enter each door around the room

Ni gel scoffs.

NI GEL
| don't have a son and even if | did | certainly
didn't murder anyone.

BRAMBERLY
Funny that. | noticed straight away that the victim
had a small hole just above his right ear or as it's
al so known as preauricular sinus. Arare genetic
def ect passed down from nother to daughter, father to
son. Could you kindly renove your gl asses?

Ni gel hesitantly renoves his gl asses and
Branberly inspects with a hum

BRAVBERLY
As | thought you have it too.

Branberly begins to step down fromthe stage.

BRAMBERLY
Now |I''m not certain why you killed your son but | am
certain that is who he is. Wiat strikes nme is since
t he beginning of this case, | have been told that he
was nurdered by a small blunt object to the jugul ar
or as | could say, this very fountain pen.

Branberly proceeds to slowy take off its |id.
The room gasps again.

GRACE

Don't be ridiculous, you can't kill sonmeone with a
pen.
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BRAVBERLY
Believe it or not, it isn't too difficult if you have
enough strength and anger and oh, he did. You cane to
see your son and what did you expect when you turned
up? After years of abandonnment, having to | ook after
his sick nother and you swan into this hotel where he
wor ked wi th your shiny shoes and expensive
convertible. O course, he wasn't going to be happy
to see your face!

Ni gel sighs in anger.

NI GEL
| am his father he should have shown ne respect!

BRAMBERLY
Respect shoul d be earned.

NI GEL
Even if he was ny son you can't prove anything.

Branmber |y chuckl es.

BRAMBERLY
Oficer, did you locate the sign-in book?
OFFI CER
Yes sir.
He hands it over and Branberly begins to flick
t hrough its pages.
BRAMBERLY
You' re a successful man surrounded by yes nen all
day. You held a ball just for an engagenent! Your

second may | add. So I ask this, is that why you had
the audacity, the cheek, the absolute nerve of it to
signinto this hotel with the nmurder weapon? Bl ood
is red but after a while dries to a nice dark brown
now woul d you like to explain to nme why your
signature fromthis norning with this very pen is
witten in half blue, half brown ink?

(Beat)
| f you could take hi maway?

The officers around himstart to place on
handcuffs.

GRACE

(Scream ng)
No, don't take him away!
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Branmberly pulls out his chair to sit back down.

BRAMBERLY
So do you think we'll get little choc-ies and coffee
to end the neal ?
FADES OUT
OPENING TITLE MJSI C
| NT. CORNER SHOP
(1985)

The bell on the door rings as it's opened. KATTY
sits behind her counter.

KATTY
Mor ni ng, |ovely. Have you seen this in the paper?
BRAVBERLY
No, because | haven't bought ny paper yet.
KATTY
Your city sarcasmcontinues to stick out in this
vi | | age.
BRAVBERLY

(Sarcastic)
Well aye and |1've only been living here for ten years
so what does the paper say then?

Katty sighs disapprovingly and turns the pages
to show himthe article.

KATTY
See here. Teenagers in our village making graffiti
all over the place. You should find out who they are.

BRAVBERLY
I"'mretired. 1'mnot about to go catching sone bl oody
nui sances. Anyway, nore inportantly, is the mning
strikes.

KATTY
| hope it's not like last tine with the three-day
week. | suppose you'll be supporting them

BRAVBERLY

| don't see any harmin asking for fair wages but |
won't be shouting about it, you know what they're
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li ke round here.

KATTY
What's that supposed to nean?

BRAVBERLY
Don't worry | ove.

KATTY
Well, that's 33 pence.

He shuffles around with sone change and Katty
sorts it into her till.

BRAMBERLY
Have a | ovel y day.

EXT. VILLAGE

Branberly strolls along the sounds of a quaint
English village norning.

BRAMBERLY
(V.O Now, of course, it's 1985 and | amretired and
living in this small village as you know.

A bi ke bell rings for his attention. REVEREND
CGREEN cycl es past.

BRAVBERLY
Eh up Vicar.

REVEREND GREEN
Lovel y day.

LETTI CE
(OFF) On, Branberly!

Branberly groans and continues wal ki ng. You can
hear Lettice's little legs shuffle up behind
hi m
LETTI CE
You never got back to me about donating a prize for
the raffle at the fete.

BRAMBERLY
Ch darn, it nust have escaped ne, Lettice.

She is alittle out of breath as she tries to
keep to Branberly's fast pace.
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LETTI CE
And we all noticed you haven't purchased any raffle
tickets either. You never know, you m ght be |ucky
and w n.

He st ops wal ki ng.

BRANMBERLY
That's the thing Lettice. No one spends a career with
murder |ike |I have and believes in things such as
| uck.

LETTI CE
Oh.

A voice is shouting that gets |ouder as they
approach, DANI EL POTTS.

DANI EL POTTS
(OFF) Save the library! Save the library! Don't |et
themtake it fromus. Save the library!

LETTI CE
You're not still here are you Daniel?

DANI EL POTTS
It's inportant that they don't close such a vital
service to our village.

BRAMBERLY
| ndeed however don't you think it defeats the point
of alibrary to be shouting outside it all day?

DANI EL POTTS
| hadn't thought of that.

Branberly wal ks away.

BRAMBERLY
(OFF) Lovely norning!

NI CKY pl aces a cup and saucer on a table
out si de.

NI CKY

Yes before you ask it is Yorkshire tea and none of
t hat sout hern rubbish as you say.
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10.

BRAMBERLY
Ta.

He picks up the tea and takes a sip. A car pulls
up across the road. ELLIE CRYER steps out the
open door.

NIEL is getting heavy suitcases out of the car
boot wi th groans.

NEI L
(OFF) You know I'mjust a landlord, not your
chauf f eur.

M5 CRYER
(OFF) You can't possibly expect ne to carry ny cases.

NEI L
(OFF) Wl ..

M5 CRYER
And | wll be leaving early tonorrow |I've got an
inmport flight to catch to Los Angel es.

Her heel s can be heard strutting off into the
B&B pub. BRI DGET and Lettice stop to watch next
to Branberly. Gossiping as al ways.

LETTI CE
That will be Kenneth's sister-in-law, you know?

BRI DGET
Oh, the actress.

BRAMBERLY
(Sarcastic)
She seens a real delight.

He takes another sip of his tea.

BRI DGET
WIIl you be going to the party later?

BRAMBERLY
O course. Got ny special tweed ready. WII you be
going in your usual set of curtains?
They both | augh.

LETTI CE
W'l see you later then.
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INT. POITS HOUSE - LOUNGE

MRS AL|I SON POTTS rushes into the room and sl ans
down a large crate of heavy wi ne bottles. LORD
POTTS wakes with a start.

MRS POTTS
WI1l you stop sitting down and hel p nme get your party
ready?

LORD POITS
But 1"'mtoo old now Wit till you turn 60.

MRS POTTS
You'll be lucky if you reach it yourself at this
rate. Could you at |east go through this wi ne and see
which ones we will offer later?

LORD POTTS
O course, | wll darling.

He gets up fromhis arnchair

MRS POITS
Wth [ ess attitude.
LORD POTTS
Have you seen this one? It's the year we got marri ed.
MRS POITS
" m surprised you renmenber.
LORD POTTS
See they say wine ages well over tinme but | just
think it stays pretty nmuch the sane.
MRS POITS
Well, | like good wine. I'mny nother's daughter.
LORD POTTS
That's true.
MRS POITS
W ne can go bad though when tanpered with
LORD POTTS
They call that corked, dear.
MRS POITS
Yes, | know. Have we checked they aren't? You can

never seemto | ook after anything for |ong enough.
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A grandfather clock chinmes for the hour.

LORD POTTS
Ch is that the tinme? | should be at the vill age
counci | neeting.

MRS POITS
| thought you weren't going today.

LORD POTTS
|"ve changed ny m nd. See you |ater.

He ki sses her on the cheek and rushes out the
door.

INT. VILLAGE HALL

REVEREND GREEN
First off an apology fromLord Potts who cannot
attend today because he is very busy organising his
party later. So I will be running the conmunity
nmeeting instead.

There is a small groan.

REVEREND GREEN
Anyway, the inportant agenda is the village fate this
week. We have al nost reached our fundraising goal

There is a small clap that stops when the doors
open.

BRAMBERLY
Sorry, I'mlate. | just had to have ny bacon butty,
like.

He shuffles in and takes a seat.

REVEREND GREEN
Ri ght so Lettice..

He's interrupted by the door opening again.
REVEREND GREEN
Wio is it now? Can't you see |'mtrying to run this
nmeet i ng?!

LORD POTTS
Not very well by the | ooks of things.
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REVEREND GREEN
(Enbarrassed)

Kenneth, | didn't think you were com ng.

LORD POTTS
| found nyself the tine now don't let ne take over.
Cont i nue.

REVEREND GREEN
Okay so as | was saying Lettice, we all thought you
shoul d draw the raffle.

LETTI CE
Ch, how lovely but I couldn't. You are the people
that have put in such effort for this glorious
weekend to cone.

REVEREND GREEN
That is very kind of you neverthel ess we have chosen
you to do it.

LORD POTTS
Hold on Vicar, | reckon if Lettice doesn't fancy it
this year we shoul d ask our fanpus detective friend
to join in for once.

KATTY

Oh, that woul d be exciting.
LORD POTTS

VWhat do you reckon Branberly?
BRAVBERLY

Unmm . .
NEI L

Go on nate.

BRAVBERLY
Al righty then.

LORD POTTS
Now, what about the library?

Anot her smal | groan.

KATTY
He's a bl oody nui sance your brother.

LETTI CE
Now let's be nice he is just trying to help save a
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much- needed public resource.

BRAVBERLY
Why's that fete noney not going to that?

LORD POTTS
There are nore inportant things to fund at this
nonment .

REVEREND GREEN
Didn't it use to get private funding?

LORD POTTS
| think you' re m staken.

KATTY
Branberly does have a point you know

NEI L
If ny pub was | ow on funding |I wouldn't be asking
others to hel p.

BRAMBERLY
The pub isn't a public service though.

NEI L
It is for sone.

There is a chuckl e.

LORD POTITS
Conti nue Vicar.

REVEREND GREEN
Ri ght then next on the agenda..

FADES OUT
I NT. POITS HOUSE - KI TCHEN

MRS AUDREE NI VEN i s washing up the dishes.

M SS NI VEN
The cake! The cake has arrived.

She opens the back door to PROFESSOR PETER
JOBI NS.

M SS NI VEN
Qui ckly make space. Mve, nove!
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Peopl e hurriedly nove stuff off the table and a
| arge cake is dropped onto the enpty space.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
| hope he likes it.

M SS NI VEN
You weren't neant to bring it till later.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Yes, but | got a phone call to say it was ready.

M SS NI VEN
But what if he sees it?

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Let's be honest he al ready knows about it.

M SS NI VEN
(Sarcastic)
Yes, great surprise this is.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Thi s food | ooks ni ce.

She sl aps his hand as he reaches for sone.

M SS NI VEN
You'll get sone |ater.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
s Alison around?

M SS NI VEN
Just in the | ounge, | think.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Thank you. | will see you later.

He opens the kitchen door to | eave.

I NT. RETI REMENT HOVE - GAMES ROOM

A chess piece is noved across the board.
Branmberly is playing wth BRENDEN, Irish.

BRAMBERLY
Checkmat e.

BRENDEN
Bl i ney, you've done it again. How d you do that?
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BRAVBERLY
If I told ya | wouldn't always w n.

Ni cky wal ks up to them

NI CKY
Then he woul dn't be able to brag about it.

BRAVBERLY
Ni cky, conme to visit your G an?

NI CKY
Yeah, she's still hanging in there.

BRAVBERLY
Ta for another perfect cup of tea this norning.

BRENDEN
Assam that's the good stuff. Not the Yorkshire
rubbi sh you drink

BRAVBERLY
" mnot going to hear any nore against ny tea.

NI CKY
It was good to see you two again.

She wal ks away.

BRENDEN
Lovely girl.

BRAMBERLY
Now back to me winning this gane.

BRENDEN
You just can't help being a detective, can you?

BRANMBERLY
Par don?

BRENDEN
You need to win. Do you ever think you left too
early?

BRAMBERLY

| left at the right tinme. Those days are far behind
me. I'Il stick to chess, |ike.
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I NT. RETI REMENT HOVE - CORRI DOR

17.

NI CKY
Branberly's here again.
NURSE
He visits a |lot.
NI CKY
Does Brenden not have any famly visit?
NURSE
They're all still in Ireland.
NI CKY
Poor guys. They nust be as |onely as each other.
INT. BANK
It's busy inside for a small space. Scratches of
pens signing checks. Branmberly hunms in the
queue. As he is waiting he al so hears sone
others tal king. KIERAN PRI CE and Lord Potts.
BANK ASSI STANT MR PRI CE
So if you could just If you're conpletely
sign here. Also here certain Kenneth then
and here. That noney can contact them today
will go straight into for you.
your savings account.
I s that everything
W th us today?
BRI DCET LORD POTTS
Yes, dear. Yes, Kieran. |'ve nmade
up nmy mnd. | want
this over and done
wit h.
BANK ASSI STANT MR PRI CE
Thank you, and have a ["l'l let you know at
ni ce day. the party later. Happy
Bi rt hday by the way.
BRI DCET LORD POTTS
Thank you. Thanks. See you later.

BANK ASSI| STANT
Next. Hello. Sir.
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BRAVBERLY
Ey up | ove.

Branber |y approaches the desk.
LETTER

BRAMBERLY
(V.O 1've been struggling recently with staying anway
fromthe bottle. It's been about 18 nonths now since
|'"ve had a drink. It's hard to know where | fit in
with this village, really. Just need to take each day
as it cones | suppose. You' ve never net him but
Brenden says hi.

I NT. POITS HOUSE - KI TCHEN

The kitchen is busy with people plating up

buf fet food. Chopping salad and buttering bread.
Itenms are com ng out of ovens and peopl e washing
up netal tins. ANNABEL POTTS enters.

ANNABEL POTTS
Stop worrying Audree and cone enjoy the party. |'m
sure the kitchen staff know what they're doing.

M SS NI VEN
| know, | just want to nmake sure your father's
bi rt hday goes smoothly. It's a big one.

Soneone picks up sone knives fromin front of
her .

M SS NI VEN

Be careful with those cheese knives, they're very
val uabl e.

ANNABEL POTTS
Ri ght, cone on. | think we can | eave everyone to it.

INT. POITS HOUSE - LOUNGE

The roomis busy with quests tal king anongst
thenmsel ves. This is a civil party. Lord Potts,
burst into the room

LORD POITS
Hel | o. Wel cone. Thank you for comng. It's great to
see you.

He notices soneone across the room M Price.
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LORD POTITS
M Price.

MR PRI CE
Have you seen the news? More strikes. Crikey not
again, surely.

LORD POTITS
Wrd in the house is Thatcher will sort it out. Put
t hem Yor kshi renen i n check

MR PRI CE
Jol Iy good.

LORD POTTS
| have sonething else to ask you

They both wounder away together. Reverend G een
approaches PROFESSOR PETER JOBINS in the corner
of the room

REVEREND GREEN
Jobi ns how are you this eveni ng?

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Yes, |I'mfine thank you, Vicar.

REVEREND GREEN
(CLCSE) |I'"m sure she's around here sonewhere.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
(CLCSE) Make sure you don't say a word.

REVEREND GREEN
O cores.

Lord Potts is talking to M Price across the
room

MR PRI CE
(CLCSE) It all went through so it should be sorted.

DANI EL POTTS
(OFF) There you are.

They both stop tal ki ng suddenly as Dani el
approaches them

DANI EL POTTS
When are we going to sort this out?
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LORD POTTS
Can we tal k about this later? It's ny birthday!

DANI EL POTTS
But what woul d num say?

LORD POTTS
Bugger off and enjoy yourself probably.

They both chuckl e nmournfully.

LORD POTTS
Now, where's ny wfe?

INT. POITS HOUSE - CONSERVATORY

Ms Potts blows her nose froma snmall nunber of
tears. She lets out a startled noi se when the
door opens.

M5 CRYER
This is where you are.
MRS POITS
Yes. |'ve just been getting out the way a bit.
M5 CRYER
Conme on. Let's go back. The cake will be out soon.
MRS POITS
| think you would both rather | stay here out the
way.
I NT. POTITS HOUSE - LOUNGE
M SS NI VEN
Keep goi ng.

She chuckl es as she pushes Lord Potts al ong.

LORD POTTS
Were are we goi ng?

M ss N ven pulls out a chair.

M SS NI VEN
Now sit here. W have a surprise.

Sonme rushing footsteps nmake their way in.
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MRS POTTS
So is everyone ready? It's the big one dear.

LORD POTTS
But you don't have to keep rem ndi ng ne.

There is a snall chuckle. The switch turns off
the lights and the roomerupts into a famliar
tune. The | oudest voices are closest to Lord
Potts: Annabel, Daniel, Ms Cryer, Mss N ven,
Reverend Green, M Price, Professor Jobins and
Ms Potts.

EVERYONE
Happy Birthday to you. Happy Birthday to you..

Suddenly a vase smashes from bei ng knocked over.
Everyone stops singing.

MR PRI CE
Careful girl!
(Beat)

M SS NI VEN
Happy birthday...

EVERYONE
Lord Kenneth. Happy Birthday to you.

The cake is placed on the table and with one
| arge breath, all the candl es are extingui shed.

There is a loud screamfrom Lord Potts and he
falls to the table.

Peopl e gasp in horror as Ms N ven turns back on
the |ights.

MRS POTTS
(Scream ng)
Kennet h!

DANI EL POTTS
He' s been st abbed.

The panic crowd stops as the front door is heard
openi ng.

BRAVBERLY
Sorry, I'mlate. Hope | didn't m ss anything.
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EXT. POITS HOUSE - FRONT

Sirens sound | oudly outside the house. A car
pulls up and the door sw ngs open. A nan steps
out and is greeted by an officer. They wal k

t oget her.
POLI CEWOVAN
Sir, the murder victimis still inside. The crine

scene has been cordoned off and the immedi ate famly
and friends are in the conservatory.

FORENSI CS
Prelimnary forensics report, sir.

They hand himthe paperwork and wal k of f.

POLI CEWOVAN
| have to warn you the retired Detective, Randol ph
Branberly was a guest at the party.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
(Excited)
Branberly? Inside?

POLI CEWWOVAN
Yes sir.

INT. POITS HOUSE - CONSERVATORY

Ms Cryer is crying |oudly.

M5 CRYER
It's just so awf ul

MRS POITS
WI1l you shut it, girl? He was ny husband.

REVEREND GREEN
Now | et's not be too hostile. A very terrible thing
has happened toni ght and we just have to wait for
God' s gui dance.

MRS POITS
Yes of course, sorry Vicar.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Rubbi sh, God isn't going to help us w th anyt hing.

MR PRI CE
Ah but no need to worry. We're lucky to have the
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great Detective Branberly with us.
ANNABEL POTTS

(O fended)

Lucky?!
MRS POTTS

What does that nean?
M SS NI VEN

Don't worry. I'msure he didn't nmean it that way.
MR PRI CE

Well, lucky for the sake of justice.

INT. POITS HOUSE - LOUNGE

A door opens.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
| asked themto give nme a nonent with you alone. It's
an honour to neet you, Detective.

BRAMBERLY
You're the Detective here son. |'ve just preserved
the scene for you

He wal ks past him

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
You can't go.

BRAMBERLY
So your first nurder then? Wiy did city send you?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Only one on duty but Cheif thinks I"'mready to step

up.

BRAMBERLY
Vell then, you'll have to step up fast, son. You have
a room of people closest to the victim It's now your
job to reassure them and determ ne what you can from
your first inpressions.

(Beat)

| amretired, okay? Those years of detection are
behi nd ne.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
What did happen? Cause as | recall you retired early.
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Branmberly opens the door to |eave.

BRAMBERLY
| think it's best you don't |eave them any | onger.

INT. POITS HOUSE - CONSERVATORY

DANI EL POTTS
(Sl urred)
| think this is terrible. Just terrible.

He goes to sit down but falls off his chair.

ANNABEL POTTS
Car ef ul !

DANI EL POTTS
(Sl urred)
Sorry.

He bursts out | aughing.

ANNABEL POTTS
| think he needs sone water.

MRS POITS
| think he should have thought about that before he
drank the whol e cupboard.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Don't worry I'Il get him hone.

The door opens.

BRAMBERLY
You can carry himhome in just a nonent Professor.
The detective has a few words.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Good evening, |'m Detective Mathews. | should start
by saying I'"'mvery sorry for your |oss. W are
however treating Lord Potts's death as suspicious.

Ms Potts scoffs.
DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Umm yeah so if you could remain in the village
until the end of the investigation.

M5 CRYER MR PRI CE
| have to be in Are we suspects?
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Fl ori da soon for an
audition on the
weekend.

REVEREND GREEN
| think we shoul d

trust the detective.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
You woul d say t hat
he's not going to
suspect a vicar.

REVEREND GREEN
What are you
i nsi nuati ng?

BRAMBERLY
Qui et !

ANNABEL POTTS

25.

You can't be serious?

MRS POTTS
You can't think it was
one of us?

M5 CRYER
| really do have to
get to Anerica soon.

ANNABEL POTTS
VWhat will they say at
school ?

What are your opinions on this Branberly?

BRAMBERLY

| think it's inmportant to listen to the detective.

ANNABEL POTTS

Aren't you going to hel p?

BRAMBERLY
Thank you | ove but as | have already said |I'm
retired.

MRS POITS
Screw that. You have to help us, please. W... | need

to know who killed my husband. W are friends with
the great Detective Branmberly. That has to count for

sonet hi ng.
(Beat)
BRAVBERLY
Umm .. It seens as though you have given ne little
choi ce.

ANNABEL POTTS
So you'l | hel p?

BRAMBERLY

(V.O It appears ny past

is comng back to haunt ne

now. | sonehow agreed to help this poor famly find

Created using Celtx



26.
the killer. | hope it all goes well. Wat's the worse
t hat can happen?

M ss you |l ots son. Love from Randol ph Branberly.
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PART 2
LETTER
BRAMBERLY

(V.O Dear Andrew, there's been a nurder and the
village seens to think | amstill able to help.
wll do the best | can. Ms Potts forced nmy hand a
bit at the party, | couldn't say no.
Det ective Mathews seens nice enough if not a little
naive. | hope this is a good idea for ne. It's been
such a long tine since |'ve done this. I will act

like I know what |'m doing. That should work.
It's the village's fete now. God hel p ne.

EXT. VI LLAGE COVVON

Children screamas they throw balls at carefully
bal anced coconuts. Elderly people shake their
donation buckets, "Do it for the village.' The
bell of the hamrer-hit dings. Sausages and
burgers sizzle on the BBQ It's the sumrer so
this is the village fete.

Det ecti ve Mathews hurries over.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Cof f ee?

BRAVBERLY
| just drink tea.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Ah.

He throws one cup in the bin.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
So shouldn't we be | ooking at the nurder scene?

BRAMBERLY
| said | would be at this fete. The village shoul d
come first if we want themto cooperate. Look here's
t he Professor.

They get to the coconut shy. Jobins throws a
ball and hits the coconut clean-off.
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DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Good shot .

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Well, they have to teach you sonething in the arny.
Throw ng was al ways one of ny specialities. So
Branberly any ideas who did it?

BRAMBERLY
How coul d | have possibly worked it out yet? |I'm good
but not that good.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Oh, here he cones the new village | eader, the Vicar.

The Vicar steps up onto a stage with a
m cr ophone.

REVEREND GREEN
(D) Attention everyone. The raffle is about to be
drawn. Attention. Tine for the raffle.

Everyone huddl es around and the crowd qui etens
down.

REVEREND GREEN
(D) As everyone is probably aware Lord Potts will not
be able to make the announcenents at our fete. His
lovely wife is here to say a few words about the
tragedy that has occurred.

The m crophone is passed over.

MRS POITS
(D) Thank you, Vicar. My husband, Lord Kenneth Potts
was a respected man. A man of the community. A
comunity he kept very close to his heart. He adored
it here inthis village with all these | ovely people.
Kennet h woul d have | oved to have seen all your smley
happy faces today. So let's keep smling.

She chuckles to hold back the sadness in her
Voi ce.

REVEREND GREEN
(D) Thank you for the kind words. Now to wel come up
on stage to draw the raffle this year our very own
real detective Randol ph Branberly.

Everyone cl aps as he steps up.
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BRAVBERLY
Now, now. Calmdown. It's only ne.

REVEREND GREEN
(D) Sois it true you are working with the police on
this investigation?

BRAVBERLY
(D) I"'mjust helping out a little, but right now
let's just do the raffle.

REVEREND GREEN
(D) You nust be excited to get your teeth back into
your old career and do the Lord's work of bringing
justice to this famly at this tine.

The crowd is silent now He hesitates.

BRAMBERLY
(D) It's like putting on an old pair of socks.

REVEREND GREEN
(D) Ever the nmystery. So the first ticket then.

The tonbola drumis spun.

REVEREND GREEN
(D) What nunber will be picked? Branberly chooses the
first ticket.

The drumis stopped and the hatch is slid open.
He pops in his hand and shuffles around for a
ticket. He unfolds it.

BRAVBERLY
(D) Nunber twenty-two.

M SS N VEN
(Excited)
Me! | have twenty-two. That's m ne
She rushes up onto the stage.

REVEREND GREEN
(D) Congratul ations, Audree. You have won a neat
voucher fromthe Gates Butchers shop but don't eat it
all at once, we've seen you at the pubs Sunday roast.

The crowd chuckl es.
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REVEREND GREEN
(D) So next ticket.
The drum spi ns agai n.
FADES OQUT
I NT. POITS HOUSE - KI TCHEN

Steamfromthe kettle huns as it boils. It is
poured into a cup and passed to the table.

BRANMBERLY
G and.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Thank you, kindly.

BRAVBERLY
Now Audree I've lived in this village for a long tine
but 1've never asked. How | ong have you worked for
the Potts?

M SS NI VEN
Ch, it nmust be comng up to 20 years. | was brought
in when Ms Potts becane pregnant with Annabel but
|"ve been in the village since | was evacuated here.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
So you know this house very well?

M SS NI VEN
Certainly but may | add, what's happened to Kenneth
I s unspeakabl e.

BRAMBERLY
Kennet h?
M SS NI VEN
(Enbarrassed)
O course, no. | shouldn't call himthat while
working. It's just 1've been here so long, they're
like ny famly.

Her voi ce begins to shake with sadness.
BRAMBERLY
The birthday grub, including the cake, was organi sed
by yourself as a surprise?

She chuckles lightly.
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M SS NI VEN
It should have been a surprise but in the end, even
Lord Potts knew. It wasn't small enough to conceal.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Thank you, M ss N ven.

BRAMBERLY
If you don't m nd ne asking. Being a |ass of your
W se age, have you never tied the knot?

M SS NI VEN
Never found the tine. |'ve focused on helping this
famly bring up Annabel

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
You're very close to the daughter?

M SS NI VEN
Her parents are busy people. Al ways entertaining
i nportant guests. Sonetinmes they struggle to find
time to show how nuch she neans to them Her
dyspraxi a which she shares with her Uncle neans she's
al ways been a little closer to him Ms Potts has
never really had the tine to help with all that at
school you see. Tal ki ng of which.

She gets up from her seat.

M SS NI VEN
| nust take up Ms Potts's tea. WII that be al
Det ective?

BRAMBERLY
Just one last thing. You' re probably wondering why we
have questioned you first.

M SS NI VEN
It was a worry of m ne.

BRAMBERLY
Mai ds and cl eaners tend to get around a househol d
nmore unnoticed than others. | just wanted to ask if

you had heard anyone or know of anything that m ght
be of help to us.

She sits back down.

M SS NI VEN
It would be indecent to gossinp.
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DETECTI VE MATHEWS
| would just like to remind you this is a nurder
investigation. Al information nust be put forward to
t he poli ce.

M SS NI VEN
(CLOSE) | did hear sonething rather unexpected and
definitely private. Lord Potts had been courting with
Ms Cryer.

(Beat)

Last night | heard Lord Potts informhis wife that he
was to | eave the household but not to be with either
her or Ms Cryer

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
And what tine did you hear this?

M SS NI VEN
It nmust have been about 6:30 as that is when | went
to retrieve nore plates fromthe outhouse.

BRAMBERLY
What are your thoughts?

M SS NI VEN
Personly? | was a little upset but not enough to kil
the man if that is what you nean.

BRANMBERLY
In that case, let's have a natter with Ms Potts.
We'll neet her in the | ounge.

M SS NI VEN
Certainly.

She takes the tray of tea and | eaves the room

BRAVBERLY
Interesting that isn't it?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
VWhat is?

He slowy gets up fromhis chair

BRAMBERLY
You didn't see? You have a lot to | earn, boy.

Created using Celtx



33.

INT. POITS HOUSE - LOUNGE

BRAVBERLY
As | hear the whole thing happened |ike this: Lord
Potts was seated at the head of the table to await
what shoul d have been a surprise cake; Al party-
goers were in this roomexcept sonme kitchen staff and
myself. At the head of the table stood: Ms Potts,
Annabel Potts, Mss N ven, Daniel Potts, Ms Cryer,
Reverend G een, Professor Jobins and M Price. A
with the sane opportunity to stab the man in the side
of the neck.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
The weapon was not left in the victim It was
reported to be a snmall curved bl ade.

BRAVBERLY
Precisely. The lights were switched off and the room
was in total darkness except for the candles on the
cake. It was brought fromthe kitchen and pl aced down
on the table.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
You' ve forgotten about the vase that got knocked over
and smashed on the way by the people carrying the
cake.

BRAVBERLY
| haven't forgotten. | just wanted to see if that
coffee did any good at waki ng you up. However,
talking of the vase | think I've noticed sonet hing.

He steps slowy across the room a picks
sonet hi ng up

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
VWhat's that?

BRAMBERLY
A cheese knife or you could call it a small curved
bl ade.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
It's cl ean.

BRAMBERLY
The killer nust have wiped it and dropped it here.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
O maybe they put it in the vase and then it got
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smashed revealing it to us.

BRAVBERLY
Good i dea however the vase was smashed before the
st abbi ng.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Ch yeah.

BRAVBERLY

But why would they leave it here? Wuldn't you take
it anay with you and wait for us to notice the
m ssi ng cheese knife fromthe table?

Foot st eps cone down the stairs.

MRS POTTS

How s the investigation going?
BRAVBERLY

Good tim ng.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
We just have a few questions.

MRS POITS
O course, neet ne in ny husband's study. 1'Il get
Mss Niven to bring you sone tea.

BRAMBERLY
Don't trouble yourself, love. W already had a cuppa
Wi th her just now.

MRS POITS

(Surprised and worried.)
Oh... I'lIl see you both shortly then.

She | eaves the room
BRAMBERLY
That |l as seened a little worried her cleaner may have
nattered, don't you think?
Det ective Mathews huns in agreenent.

BRAVBERLY
Let's go find out.
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INT. POITS HOUSE - STUDY

MRS POTTS
Take a seat.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
| think it would be best if you also took a seat. W
have sone news that m ght conme as sonething of a
shock to you

BRAMBERLY
|"ve noticed that's your husband's chair. You are
respectively nervous about sitting init. You choose
this roomthough. It's up to you how quickly you feel
i ke replacing him

MRS POITS
"1l stand. Nothing will surprise me, honestly.
Especially if it's about ny husband's affair.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
You know?

MRS POITS
| was infornmed yesterday afternoon when Kenneth was
at that council neeting by Professor Jobins.

BRAMBERLY
I nteresting you knew just before the nurder.

MRS POTTS
Randol ph, how | ong have you known nme? How many tines
have we had you over for drinks? You can't really
think I could be a killer.

BRAMBERLY
Unfortunately, we nust suspect all those with a
nmotive and yours is a strong one.

MRS POITS
Honestly, that's unbelievable. | asked you to find
the killer, not waste your tine finding out about ny
private affairs. | was with that man for 30 years, |
[ oved him

BRAVBERLY
| have seen many people kill for much smaller notives
t han | ove.
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I NT. LECTURE HALL

Scratches of witing on the chal kboard.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
A bl ack light gives off harm ess, highly energetic,
ultraviolet light that is invisible to humans.
Certain fluorescent substances absorb ultraviol et
light and re-emt it at a different wavel ength,
making the light visible and the material appear to
gl ow.

He flicks the light swtch and a cl ass of
students laugh in awe at the glow ng whites
around t hem

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
As you can see here. Sone of you have very white
t eet h.

The cl ass chuckl es. Jobins turns the |ights back
on and the bell starts to ring and students
begin to shuffle around to put their things
away.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
So just make sure you finish the questions | gave you
| ast | esson for next week.

The crowd start to | eave.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Annabel a word if you woul d?

The class finish | eaving the door.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Are you sure you're alright with returning to cl ass?
You can have the day off if you need it.

ANNABEL POTTS

(Flirty)
And what? Sit at honme with nmun? | woul d rather be
here with you.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
You've got to be nore careful. Especially at college.

There is a knock at the door.
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PROFESSOR JOBI NS
"Il see you later. Enter!

ANNABEL POTTS
See you | ater.

The door opens.

BRAMBERLY
M ss Potts?

ANNABEL POTTS
Randol ph.

She cl oses the door behind her.

BRAMBERLY
| s Annabel in your class?

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Yes. W were just discussing if she wanted a day off
after what's happened. What would you |i ke Detective?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
We just wanted to ask a few questions.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Ask away.

BRAMBERLY
Right, so thing is, we've been told that you chatted
away to Ms Potts about an affair between Lord Potts
and his sister-in-law Ms Cryer. Is she telling
por ki es?

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Regretfully it's true.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
How di d you know?

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
That's where it gets conplicated for nme, you see?

BRAMBERLY
By that, | take it you nmean danagi ng for your
reputation.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS

(CLOSE) You think you can see right through people
don't you Branberly?
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BRAMBERLY
(CLCSE) So how | ong have you been having an affair
w th your student Annabel Potts?
(Beat)
| would say the clues are pretty nuch sl appi ng us
around the face. Don't you Detective?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Unhhhh, yeah? Sure.

BRAMBERLY
Open your eyes. You can't see for | ooking.

Jobi ns coughs to get back their attention.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Well, | think you're very nuch m staken.

BRAVBERLY
Am | m staken in seeing her hand reach for yours at
the party when | entered? Am | m staken by the
knowi ng | ook you shared when everyone congregated in
the conservatory? And am | m staken by the note she
just left on your desk, signed with a kiss?

Jobi ns panics and picks up the note fromthe
tabl e and scrunches it into his pocket.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
That's private!

BRAMBERLY
It's relevant to our case if it involves how you
found out about Lord Potts's affair!

There is sone | aughter from sonme students in the
corridor.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
(CLCSE) Could we keep it down?

BRAMBERLY
Aye, if you tell nme what you know, |ike.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
The truth of the matter is, | was being blackmail ed
by Potts about my own affair.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Bl ackmai | ed? Didn't he have enough noney?
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PROFESSOR JOBI NS
You woul d think so but he could be a sadistic bastard
when he wanted to be. He found out | was seeing
someone but not that it was Annabel

BRAMBERLY
Ah, so you decided you would find out sonething about
himto stop the bl ackmailing?

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Yes. It wasn't too hard. We all have our fl aws.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
But why did you tell Ms Potts, wouldn't that risk
hi m exposi ng you?

BRAMBERLY
Good question.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Thank you.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
It's unknown but | cane clean to ny owmm wife | ast
week so | actually went to plead with Kenneth to do
t he sane.

BRAMBERLY
Clearly, he didn't so you decided to take the matter
into your own hands?

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
(Little of fended.)
Well, | just felt as though it was unfair to keep
this fromAlice.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
W would like to speak to your wife if we can

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
That won't be possible I'"'mafraid, she isn't around
at the noment. She went to stay with her sister after
t he news.

BRAMBERLY
You say you told your wife before the nurder but how
can we take your word when you have lied to us
bef or e?

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
| think it is unjust to speculate on matters you
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cannot prove. The fact of the matter is | |ove
Annabel .

BRAMBERLY
That Professor | do believe.

A tea cup is placed on the table.

BRAVBERLY
This famly, this village is twisted in love like a

40.

tangl ed rope tightening into a knot that can never be

undone. We nust untangle these people Mathews if we
want to find the truth

He takes a sip of his tea.

BRAVBERLY
Mat hews. .. You don't have any relation to any other
of ficers, do you?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Yeah, ny Father is the chief.

BRAMBERLY
So you followed in his footsteps, |ike?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
More pushed ne.

BRAVBERLY
Bet you reckon this case will inpress him

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
| do hope so. He's not an easy person to nmake happy.

BRANMBERLY
VWhat father is, eh?

He | aughs.

BRAMBERLY
Don't |l ook so worried were not all m serable
bastards. You're young, the job hasn't cracked your
spirits yet.

DETECTI VE NMATHEWS
You're a dad then?

He takes a long sip of his tea to finish it off.
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BRAVBERLY
Oh bliney, is that the tine? | have to neet up with a
friend.

He gets up fromthe table.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Oh.

BRAMBERLY
Don't worry. I'msure you can find sonething to do.

Branberly wal ks away. The church bells start to
ring in the distance.

EXT. _ CHURCHYARD

The vicar huns to hinself as he cuts the grass
and flowers. He stops as he hears footsteps
appr oachi ng.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Vi car, how are you doi ng?

REVEREND GREEN
Anot her beautiful day of our Lord. Are you
chri st ened?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Yes, ny nother insisted before she died but | have
not practised nmuch in life.

REVEREND GREEN
G ve justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain
the right of the afflicted and the destitute.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
What do you nean?

REVEREND GREEN
Psalm82:3. | believe the village is behind you and
Branberly. Please bring justice to the Potts fam|ly.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
W will do our best.

REVEREND GREEN

There is something | feel as though | should tel
you.
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DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Yes?

REVEREND GREEN
Lord Potts's daughter and Professor Jobins.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
We are aware.

REVEREND GREEN
Are you aware of their engagenent?

DETECTI VE NMATHEWS
No, we weren't.

I NT. RETI REMENT HOVE - GAMES ROOM

BRENDEN
How can they stand Bovril ?

BRAMBERLY
It's just gravy. Have it on a Sunday |unch but not to
dri nk.

BRENDEN
Still better than your nmanky tea.

BRAMBERLY
Every time. Whay do | bother to cone to see you?

BRENDEN
| always thought for a little bit of friendly advice
so if you want to hear it fromnme this tine, you're
doing the right thing, helping this famly.

BRAVBERLY
| sonetines feel as though | may just be getting in
the way, like. I"'mnot who | once was. I'mtrying to

get back into it but it just feels |like a performance
of nyself from yonks ago.

BRENDEN
Ah, then you don't need ne to tell you, you have to
find out who you are now.

LETTER
BRAMBERLY
(V.O | thought about going to the corner shop today.
| hope it's not stupid to say it scared ne. | haven't

had that thought in a while. The stress you see, it's
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getting to nme. These people act proper and polite but
| can see themfor what they truly are, hiding,
scared from show ng feelings and using that to hurt
others around themslowy and quietly. The thing is

l"mnot sure if it's getting to nme a bit too. | don't
want to go back to like I was before | retired. Lost
and al one.

INT. MSS NI VEN S HOUSE

M SS NI VEN
Just think about it. I'mnore than happy to co-sign.
Your nother never needs to know.

ANNABEL POTITS
She never understands ne. Not her or Father.

M SS NI VEN
They have only done what they think is best for you.

ANNABEL POTTS
| don't care | just wanted a father who was around!

She col | apses into an arnthair.

ANNABEL POTTS
But now that's never going to happen.

M SS NI VEN
You still have your nother dear.

ANNABEL POTTS
You know you and uncl e Dani el have been there nore
for me than they have been.

There is a knock on the door. Mss N ven stands
up and opens it.

M SS NI VEN
Det ecti ve?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Sorry to intrude. I went to find Annabel at the house
and Ms Potts infornmed ne she woul d probably be here
so |'ve wal ked across this entire nuddy field to your
home to have a quick word. Isn't it a bit odd to have
your house on the Potts' |and?

M SS NI VEN
The house cane as part of the job. That way | was
never too far away when Annabel was a baby.
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DETECTI VE MATHEWS
That does make perfect sense.

M SS NI VEN
Now, would you like to conme in?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Yes, thank you.

She cl oses the door behind him

ANNABEL POTTS
Don't worry Audree knows everything you will find out
about ne.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
In that case, | wanted to ask about your engagenent
with Professor Jobins.

ANNABEL POTITS
VWhat about it?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
How | ong for?

ANNABEL POTTS
Engaged, only a nonth. It was wonderful till, you
know.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Wiy keep it secret fromyour parents? This is a big
thing for them

ANNABEL POTTS
Not that | put up any fuss but it was nore Peter's
idea. He's rather close to ny father so he thought
this may upset him

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
How | ong have they known each ot her?

ANNABEL POTTS
They served together in the arny before he got
marri ed.

M SS NI VEN
It woul d have been Ml aysia 66 | think.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS

Do you not now regret not getting his blessing while
he was still around?
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ANNABEL POTTS

(Angry) _
Can everyone stop guessing how | feel about ny
f at her!
She storns out of the house and slans the front
door.
M SS NI VEN
We all have to renmenber she still is only 19.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Alittle young to be marrying Jobins don't you think?

M SS NI VEN
We can disagree all we |like but |I've known Annabel
all her life. She definitely |oves that man.

INT. PUB - ROOM

Sone clothes are thrown onto a bed.

BRAMBERLY
Ms Cryer, stop packing your bags. W have told you,
you nust stay while we're investigating.

M5 CRYER
|"'mnot staying in this dunp any |onger. Maybe ny
sister can cope with living in the mddle of nowhere
but |I' m sonebody, you know?

BRAMBERLY
| under st and.

M5 CRYER
|'"ve already told you | have a really inportant
audition. My agent says |'ve got to go. My taxi wll
be here any tine now.

BRAVBERLY
Even if | had an inportant haircut in Spain next week
| couldn't go if |I was part of a nurder
i nvesti gati on.

Her flustered packing continues to the point of
Branberly's patience.

BRAVBERLY
WI1l you stop packing?!
(Cal ner)
and let nme ask a few questions.

Created using Celtx



46.

They both sit quietly on the bed.

BRAVBERLY
That's better. Everyone is calmnow, like. | wll try
and put this as delicately as | can but we have
recently been chatting about a cl ose connection
bet ween yourself and Lord Potts. A very close
connection. If you get ne.

M5 CRYER
How do you know?

BRAMBERLY
| couldn't say.

MRS POTTS
(OFF) Where is she?!

M5 CRYER
Is that Alice?

Ms Cryer |eaves at the sound of the commoti on.

BRANMBERLY
VWhat is it with this famly?
INT. PUB
NEI L
Pl ease cal m down Ms Potts.
MRS POTTS

Just tell me where she is.

DANI EL POTTS
Are you okay?

MRS POITS
Just get back to your pint.

There are sone sniggering girls in the corner.

FEMALE COLLEGE STUDENT
|s that Annabel's munf

The vicar, Jobins and Price are sitting
t oget her.

REVEREND GREEN
| think Aliceisinalittle distress.
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He gets up.

NEI L
She is probably just in her room Here have a drink.

He places it on the bar.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
VWat's all this about Alison?

MR PRI CE
| can go up and knock for her if you want.

The door sw ngs open.

M5 CRYER
No need |' m here.

DANI EL POTTS
There she is.

MR PRI CE
(Sarcastic)
Yes, thank you.

MRS POTTS
You bi tch!

The pub goes silent now.

MRS POTTS
This is all your fault. You've always wanted to take
what ever | had ever since we were children. | could

keep a brave face and stay civil while you slept with
nmy husband but when it cones to ny noney | have
little tolerance. None of this would have happened if
you kept your |egs shut.

M5 CRYER
Yes, | slept wwth himbut | did nothing with your
noney.

MRS POTTS
Well, look at this.

She gets out a screwed-up piece of paper. The
door s open.

ANNABEL POTTS
Mum t here you are.
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DETECTI VE MATHEWS
We saw you rush off in your car.

M SS NI VEN
What' s happened?

She begins to cry into Anmber.

BRAVBERLY
Ey up, give it here.

He takes the piece of paper.

MRS POTTS
VWhere's that drink?

She takes a | arge gul p.

REVEREND GREEN
VWhat is it?

BRANMBERLY
M Price will know, it's a letter fromhim

MR PRI CE
Ah. The thing is recently Kenneth asked ne for advice
on sone solicitors in order to change his wll.

M5 CRYER
He never told ne this.

MR PRI CE
| don't think he told anyone.

DANI EL POTTS
Did he change it?

MR PRI CE
Yes. | sent the last signature off on the day of his

party.

M SS NI VEN
VWhat was it?

ANNABEL POTTS
What changed?

MR PRI CE
| don't think |I'mneant to say.
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PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Branberly. \Wat does the letter say?

BRAMBERLY
That seens even nore private. | shouldn't...

REVEREND GREEN
But if it's a concern of the famly they should know.

DANI EL POTTS
| should know what ny brother has said.

M5 CRYER
You need to tell us.

BRAMBERLY
Umm ..

DANI EL POTTS
Go on tell us.

Ms Potts screans.

MRS POTTS
My ar ns!

ANNABEL POTTS
VWhat's wrong?

M SS NI VEN
Her arns they're stiff as rocks.

BRANMBERLY
Pass ne her dri nk.

Branberly dips his finger in her drink and |icks
it. He spits suddenly.

BRAVBERLY
Bitter.
(Beat.)
St rychni ne!

ANNABEL POTTS
Mbt her !

She falls to the fl oor.

BRAMBERLY
| need your strongest drink. Now
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DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Everyone stay back

BRAMBERLY
It's not going to be pleasant |ove but | need you to
down this.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Does he know what he's doi ng?

BRAMBERLY
(Angry) _ _ _
If we don't get the poison out her airways wll close
up. Now drink up

He pours the drink into her mouth with several
gul ps. Just as he hoped Ms Potts suddenly
vom ts.

M SS NI VEN
That's it. Bring it all up.

BRAMBERLY
You shoul d be alright now | ove.

ANNABEL POTTS
Thank you Branberly.

BRAMBERLY
(V.O That was a close one. Lucky. Strychnine poison
is a nasty way to go. Anyone of our suspects had the
chance again to put it in her drink. Poor Alison in
just a few days has been poi soned, |ost a husband,
found out about an affair and after it all been left

nothing in the wwll. Annabel is getting the lot: the
house, the noney, the investnents. Alittle is going
to his brother Daniel but still, can you believe the
man? Wite again soon. Your |oving father, Randol ph
Branber|y.

CUT QUT
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BRAMBERLY
(V.O Dear Andrew, Lord Potts is being buried today
and we are no closer to working out who killed him
Maybe |'m not as good as | used to be. Detective
Mat hews seens to believe in ne. He rem nds ne of you
a bit but I shouldn't think |like that again. Wth so
much on the thought of death at the nonent, | seemto
be m ssing you nore than ever.

[ NT. CHURCH

The congregation is singing a hym.

REVEREND GREEN
We, therefore, conmt this body to the ground, earth
to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust; in sure and
certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life.

There is sonme sobbing and cryi ng.

NEI L
You were there and saw as nuch as | did.

He continues to clean around them
DETECTI VE MATHEWS

So you're saying you didn't see who put the poison in
her drink?

NEI L
It was a busy evening | could have been anyone.

BRAMBERLY
| ncl udi ng yourself.

NEI L
You better watch yourself Branberly. The nore you
keep stringing up accusations and trouble in this
famly, this village. It won't be |ong before they
will turn on you. Now if you don't mnd | need to
close up to join the wake.

BRAMBERLY

It's lucky Ms Potts is up and about so soon.
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DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Alittle nore than luck | think

NEI L
WI1l you be com ng?

BRAMBERLY
Nah, we have an appoi ntnent at the bank.

I NT. BANK - CFFI CE

MR PRI CE
As far as | can see it he didn't have nmuch noney | eft
anyway. Not in the way of savings.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
How so?

MR PRI CE
The usual for a man who thinks he's always in
control

BRAMBERLY
Ganbling. | guess every tine he went up to work in
London.

MR PRI CE
He woul d cone back a little poorer, yes.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
VWho el se knows of this?

MR PRI CE
No one, just like the will. He only nentioned it to
me however he used to be the noney focal point of
this village. If you were to ask around |I'm sure
you'll find a few places that have now dropped in
significant funding.

The phone starts to ring.

MR PRI CE
CGentleman if you woul d.

The detectives stand to | eave.

BRAMBERLY
Ta for your tine.
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EXT. VILLAGE

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Is this where Daniel lives? His brother has that nice
bi g house and yet he lives in this state.

BRAMBERLY
Clearly, Lord Potts was sonmeone who clung to his
nmoney even when he had sone.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Wy are we here?

BRAVBERLY
|f Potts funding was slowy getting pulled from
pl aces. | bet Daniel can tell us nore about the

Li brary cl osi ng.
They knock on the door and it opens.

BRAMBERLY
Hello. In light of nore evidence can we have a
natter? | heard the kettle a few yards back

DANI EL POTITS
| guess.

I NT. DANIEL'S HOUSE

The tea pours into the nugs fromthe pot.

DANI EL POTTS
Ganbling! | knew he was a worthl ess bastard.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
You weren't aware of this at all then?

DANI EL POTTS
No. | guess it makes sense.

BRAVBERLY
Ey up, why's that?

DANI EL POTTS
Well, Kenneth and | recently |ost our nother.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
|"msorry to hear that.
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DANI EL POTTS
(Slowly becom ng angrier.)
She was very ill for a long tine. | beca
time carer. Kenneth refused to help with
penny for her care. H's own not her!

> 3
” o

BRAMBERLY
Still a sore subject, Iike?

He sits down to control his breath.

DANI EL POTTS
He woul dn't even help pay for her funeral. He gets
this big service today and what did she get? A small
cremation then a pint and packet of crisps. She
deserved better. She deserved better from him

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
We actually canme over though to ask about the
Li brary.

BRAMBERLY
W want to know if it was funded by your brother.

Dani el sighs in realisation

DANI EL POTTS
| can't confirmanything but there is said to have
been a significant donation comng to the library
from soneone they won't diverge that was suddenly
withdrawn. It is sighted as one of the major reasons
for its immnent closure.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
That's got to be Lord Potts.

DANI EL POTTS
All this time |I've been canpai gning and he was the
reason.

BRAMBERLY
Vell it seens now he's gone you can enjoy a |large
junk of his noney. Better |ate than never | guess.

INT. POITS HOUSE - LOUNGE

MRS POTTS
Back again | see. | suppose | should thank you.

BRAMBERLY
You're very wel cone.
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DETECTI VE MATHEWS
M ss Niven showed us in.

MRS POITS

And what bad news have you brought this tinme?
BRAMBERLY

Well, how much do you know of your husband's noney?
MRS POITS

Wiy would I know? | don't tal k about such things.
BRAMBERLY

So then you woul dn't be aware of his need for card

ganmes?
MRS POITS

Ganbl i ng?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
It seenms his vast fortune that now Annabel is to
al nost solely inherit is not nearly as lucrative as
it once seened.

MRS POITS
Wiy are you telling nme this?

BRAMBERLY
First the affair and now a ganbling addiction. W
have to ask if you knew.

MRS POITS
VWat are you inplying? So then | stabbed my husband?
How absurd. Do you think | poisoned nyself as well?

BRAMBERLY
It would elimnate suspicion

MRS POITS
How dare you insult ne in this way.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
| assure you we didn't nean to insult.

MRS POTTS
You have! |'ve been very patient with you but you
have. Every tine you' ve spoken to ne. And you
Branberly comng in here trying to be high and m ghty
and above the rest of us but who are you? A working-
cl ass Yorkshireman that doesn't fit in here. Soneone
who doesn't belong in this village. Sticking out |ike
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an unwanted snell. You should be striking in the
mnes wth the rest of them

Get out ny house!
| NT. CORNER SHOP

The bell on the door rings as it's opened.

BRAMBERLY
Ey up.

KATTY
That poor famly. It's not good |osing a | oved one.
You' re not hel pi ng nuch.

BRAMBERLY
|'"'mgetting that idea from nost people in the village
now. And a first-class stanp.

KATTY
You buy themall the tinme but | never see you posting
aletter.

BRAMBERLY
33 pence is it?

He takes the change from his pocket and it goes
straight into the till drawer. No response.

BRAMBERLY
Good seeing you then.

EXT. VILLAGE

BRAVBERLY
Mor ni ng Vi car.

He cycles past him

LETTI CE
Yes, | heard. Nothing to his wfe.

BRI DGET
Everything to the daughter. That's just not proper.

LETTI CE
Sonme to his poor brother though apparently.

BRI DGET
That' s ni ce.
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Branmberly wal ks past them

LETTI CE
Look it's Branberly.

BRI DGET
Must be in a hurry to solve it finally.

LETTER
BRAVBERLY
(V.O The village has turned on ne now. It was only a
matter of tinme | guess. They're all scared. Scared
sone nore of their secrets will be revealed. | fee
nore al one than ever though. That's how | felt |ast
time. When your nother left ne.

INT. POITS HOUSE - LOUNGE

M SS NI VEN
How coul d you do this to ne!? How | ong have |I been in
your service?

MRS POTTS
Cal myourself down, this is not very professional of
you.

M SS NI VEN

But ny house.

MRS POTITS
Wel |, that has changed now. Wth Annabel soon going
to university and me on ny own. You can keep the
house but your services are no |onger required.

M ss N ven takes a deep breath to cal m down.

M SS NI VEN
| will see nyself out.

ANNABEL POTITS
Mbt her, what was all that about?

MRS POITS
Not hi ng dear but | do need a word.

ANNABEL POTTS
Is this regardi ng Father's noney?

MRS POTTS
You are of course going to give it back to ne to
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control for you

ANNABEL POTTS
So you can keep sone for yourself.

MRS POITS
| am your Mot her and he was ny husband.

ANNABEL POTTS
And how was your marriage goi ng?

MRS POITS
How dare you speak to ne like that! Especially with
you gal avanting with ol der nen.

ANNABEL POTTS
Gal avanting? | |love him

MRS POTTS
W will soon see about that.

INT. MSS NI VEN S HOUSE

M ss Niven opens up her front door and takes off
her coat. She puts down a heap of shoppi ng bags
and takes out the mlk, placing it in the
fridge.

M SS NI VEN
(Under breath)
The cheek of the wonan. | can't believe her.

There is the sound of soneone from another room

M SS NI VEN
Hel | 0? Anyone there?

The person is heard creeping into the room

M SS NI VEN
Oh, it's you. How d you get in?

The person raises a gun and 'bang!' M ss Niven
falls to the ground.

EXT. VILLAGE COVVON

A taxi pulls up and the person inside closes the
door behind them 1t's raining.
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TAXI DRI VER
That's 30 pounds | ove.

She hands over the notes and the car pulls away.
She quickly runs out of the rain into a phone
box and puts in sone coins.

REBECCA SMALL
Yes, I"'mhere. | think this could be a good article.
There's been anot her murder and you never guess who
t hey have hel pi ng them out ? Randol ph Branberly
straight out of retirenment, can you believe it? Yes,
"Il see if | can crack him

EXT. M SS N VEN HOUSE

Sirens sound and police gather. There is a crowd
gat hered outside. Branberly and Mt hews
wal kt hr ough.

BRAMBERLY
Move aside. Let us through.

REBECCA SMALL
Randol ph Branberly you're hel ping the police on this
case?

BRAMBERLY
No commrent.

LETTI CE
What' s happened?

BRI DGET
s she alright?

LETTI CE
You have to tell us sonething.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
W can't nmake any statenents at this tine.

POLI CEWOVAN
Pl ease stand back now

REBECCA SMALL
So you know who |ives here?

LETTI CE

Ch yes. This is Audree's house. She works for Lord
Potts. Did you hear about the nurder?
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REBECCA SMALL
| did. Please tell ne nore.

INT. MSS NI VEN S HOUSE

They wal k in the door.

BRAMBERLY
We have to nmake sure we don't talk to the press and
definitely not that woman outsi de.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Do you know her?

BRAMBERLY
Unfortunately, she used to work for the London
Standard. Unless she's still there. Take it from ne,

the press is never your friend.

The door to the room creeps open. Branberly
si ghs deeply.

BRANMBERLY
Do we know the tine of death?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
The gunshot was heard by the Vicar at two, as the
church is neighbouring this house. He called the
police i med ately.

BRAMBERLY
| can see the gunshot was obviously the cause of
death. Do we have the weapon at all?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
No, but prelimnary says the bullet wound shows a

60.

sinpl e hand pistol was used. Probably a 19mm cali bre.

BRAMBERLY

A service pistol | reckon. Hold on what's all this on

t he tabl e?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Don't know. Sonme sort of paperworKk.

Branberly rustles through the pages.
BRAVBERLY
Oh aye, this is interesting reading. See here. Lord

Potts was in the process of trying to buy the extra
| and between his field and the church to create new
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housi ng but that woul d include knocking down this
very honme occupied by the nowlate Mss N ven.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Ah but if you |l ook here. The Vicar also put in a bid
for the | and.

BRAVBERLY
| think it's time we go to church. Don't you think
Mat hews?

EXT. _ CHURCHYARD

The vicar is scrubbing away at a gravestone. He
stops at the sound of footsteps.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Having problens with graffiti, Reverend?

REVEREND GREEN
Those bl oody youths. No respect.

BRAMBERLY
Maybe you need to extend the space a bit.

REVEREND GREEN
Ah, you know about that then.

[ NT. CHURCH ROOMS

Tea is poured into cups.

REVEREND GREEN
| apol ogise for not telling you sooner. That and the
change in wll.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
You knew about the changes?

REVEREND GREEN
Yes. | didn't think it was rel evant.

Branberly junps up fromhis chair.
BRAVBERLY
VWhat is it with the people in this village?!
Everything to do with Lord Potts is relevant. W nust
be told all the facts.

REVEREND GREEN
Well, you are not exactly the village's nunber one
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He sits back down slowy.

BRAVBERLY
Well aye, that isn't hel ping either.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Pl ease tell us what you know.

REVEREND GREEN
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It's pretty sinple | wanted to extend the cenetery to

all ow nore people to be buried in the village.

BRAMBERLY
A nobl e gesture but are you sure you didn't want to
one-up your main rival on the council?

REVEREND GREEN
You nust be joking Branberly.

He takes a sip of his tea.

BRAVBERLY
| rarely joke, Vicar.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
That' s true.

Branber |y coughs di sapprovingly.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Sorry.

EXT. _ CHURCHYARD

The | arge doors cl ose behind them

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Br anberly.

BRAMBERLY
Yes, detective.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
The graffiti that the Vicar was scrubbing fromthe
gravestone. Wen was it done? Cause if it was done
around the shooting they could have w tnessed who
canme in or out of Mss Niven's hone.
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BRAMBERLY
On! Good t hi nki ng.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
We better find those youths.

BRAMBERLY
"1l catch you | ater, got sonewhere to be.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
want a lift?

BRAMBERLY
Nah, it's alright lad. Only going to the care hone
round the corner.

INT. PUB
The pub is fairly enpty. Mathews approaches the
bar .
NEI L
Drink?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Just an orange juice.

M5 CRYER
Sure you don't want sonething stronger, Detective?

Ms Cryer wal ks over to him

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Not when on duty, Mss Cryer

M5 CRYER
It's Ms | didn'"t marry several nen to be named M ss
and don't forget it.

Nei | places the drink on the side.

NEI L
Anyt hing for you nmadanf?
M5 CRYER
"' m good. Now, when can | |eave this boring village?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
You woul d have had your passport returned to you this
eveni ng however with a new i nvestigati on now open for
M ss Niven you will now have to wait till Tuesday or
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the investigation is conplete.

M5 CRYER
Can't you see how i nconvenient this is for ne? | have
pl aces to be.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS

Wll... Umm.. we are still investigating..

M5 CRYER
| need ny passport back. They've already reschedul ed
my audition once. | need it.

DETECTI VE NMATHEWS
Urmm . .

REBECCA SMALL
| think the Detective has nade hinself quite clear
that it won't be returned to you until the
i nvestigation has finished.

Ms Cryer huffs and struts away.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Thank you.

REBECCA SMALL
You' re wel cone. Al ways happy to help out the police.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
That's not what Branberly says.

REBECCA SMALL
And how cone he is involved in all this?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
It was at the request of Ms Potts that he assist ne.

REBECCA SMALL
And how nmuch do you really know about hinf

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
He's a |l egend back in city. He solved the trickiest
of cases before he retired early.

REBECCA SMALL
And that's the thing. There is no record of why he
retired. No one seens to know the reason. | couldn't
even work out where he noved to until it came down
t he grapevi ne he was hel pi ng you here. Could you help
me solve ny own nystery?
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DETECTI VE MATHEWS
' mnot sure | shoul d.

There is a pause as Mathews takes a sip of his
dri nk.

REBECCA SMALL
Were is the old bugger anyway?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Ch, he goes off to the old people's hone once a day.
Not sure why.

REBECCA SMALL
Ni ce speaking to you chanp. See you around.

She junps up and rushes off.
| NT. RETI REMENT HOVE - GAMES ROOM

BRENDEN
Go fish.

BRAMBERLY
See you're nuch better at this one.

BRENDEN
Used to play it as a nipper.

BRAMBERLY
| reckon we go back to chess, I|ike.

BRENDEN
O course, you woul d.

Branberly stands up fromhis chair.

BRAVBERLY
That graffiti on the wall outside that w ndow. That
wasn't there yesterday.

BRENDEN
Bl oody boys.

BRAMBERLY
Do you know t hent?

BRENDEN
Yeah, it's old Freddy's grandkids.
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BRAMBERLY
Freddy down on Pound Road?

BRENDEN
That's the guy.

BRAMBERLY

Seens |like that chess gane will have to wait.

al ways count on you, Brenden.
He rushes out of the room

BRENDEN
Ch, goodbye then.

The nurse now cones in with Rebecca.

NURSE
Here he is. Are you sure you know Brenden?

REBECCA SMALL
(I'rish accent)
Ch yes. Long lost relative.

NURSE

| nmust warn you he is very ill at the nonent.

bl ood pressure. I'll |eave you al one.

REBECCA SMALL
(I'rish accent)
Thank you kindly.

I NT. LECTURE HALL

Annabel bl ows her nose from crying.

ANNABEL POITS
| don't think | can do it anynore.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS

| can

Low

You've got to finish your O levels. Wat would your

not her say?

ANNABEL POTTS

|"mnot tal king about that. | still want to go to

uni versity.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS

But | thought we tal ked about this. You said yes.

You're going to stay and marry ne.
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ANNABEL POTTS
Wth Father and now Audr ee.
(She bites her tongue)
And the way Mt her found out about us, putting ne and
her even further apart. | don't think I can go
through with it.

Jobins wal ks close to her and hol ds her hand.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
(CLOSE) What are you trying to say?

ANNABEL POTTS
(CLCSE) | can't marry you.

He steps back and throws a bunch of things from
the table across the room Sone stuff smashes.
Annabel screeches in shock.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
(Shout)
Unbel i evabl e!

Hi s anger cal ns qui ckly and he sinks back down.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Unbel i evabl e. .

ANNABEL POTTS
| " m goi ng.

She rushes out of the room and the door sl ans
behi nd her. Jobins stands breathing slowy to
hi nsel f.

EXT. FREDDY' S HOUSE

They step out the front door.
BRAMBERLY
Thank you, Freddy. We'll wait around for your
grandson to cone hone.
He cl oses the front door and they wal k away.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Wait there he is!

GARRY
(OFF) Un oh.
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BRAMBERLY
Go!

They both start to run.

BRAVBERLY
Don't wait for nme. Keep going!

A netal bin is knocked over. Their heavy
breat hi ng continues as they run. Garry hits a
garden gate but it won't open.

GARRY
Ch, open. Wy won't you open?

He keeps trying but the gate doesn't budge.
Mat hews is heard com ng towards him

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Ri ght stop there kid. Show ne what's in your bag.

Garry huffs and opens up the zip to show the
cl angi ng spray painting bottles. Branberly paces
up behind. He is conpletely out of breath.

BRAMBERLY
Is it hinP

Cups are placed down.

GARRY
Just promise ne you won't tell ny grandad.

BRAMBERLY
That's not our intention Garry. W just want to get
sone idea of what happened yesterday.

GARRY
VWhat about it?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
You were around in the churchyard spraying the
gravest ones when the gunshot happened right?

GARRY
Maybe, what's it to you?

BRAMBERLY
W won't press charges and you tell us what you saw.
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DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Now Branberly.

BRAMBERLY
No Detective this is nore inportant.

Garry takes a deep breath.

GARRY

Now | don't want no suspicion or nothing.
BRAVBERLY

Aye son, just tell the truth and we'll believe you.
GARRY

| was just spraying up the posh twats stones, |I'm

telling you. Then | hear a gunshot and a nman running
out of that old lady's house. He throws the gun right
at ne. | heard the vicar talking on his phone to the
police and panicked so | took the gun. It's a nice

pi ece. You hear ne?

BRAMBERLY

Did you see who it was that ran out of the house?
GARRY

No, | couldn't nake himout.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
And you're certain it was a man?

GARRY
| know what | saw.
BRAMBERLY
And where is the gun now?
GARRY
Vell, | saw all the police cars and | threw it in the

ski p by the Chinese.
Branberly tuts.
BRAVBERLY
Wel |, thank you for disposing of the evidence so
effectively. Be on your way.
Garry gets up with his bag.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Leave the paint.
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Garry enpties it with a loud clank onto the
fl oor and rushes off.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
What do you nake of all that?

BRAVBERLY
The killer discarded the nmurder weapon so carel essly,
| wonder if we will ever find it. The bins have been
col l ected this norning.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
God, I'mgetting hungry. Better call it a day and
head back.

BRAMBERLY
Al the way to city? Conme back to mne and I'll cook
us up some chops.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS

Ch no, | couldn't...
BRAMBERLY
Conme on, boy. | won't take no for an answer.

I NT. BRAMBERLY' S HOME - KI TCHEN

Branberly is hunm ng as he throws sone chops in
a pan with a sizzle.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
(O'S) You alright!

BRAMBERLY
Al'l good! Time to boil the potatoes.

I NT. BRAMBERLY' S HOME - FRONT ROOM

The sounds of him cooking are nuffled in the
next room Mathews wal ks around the room He
pi cks up a frane.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
(Under breath)
So that's your son then. Looks young. The troubles
were a while ago though I wonder what he's doi ng now?

He places down the franme and opens the drawer.
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DETECTI VE MATHEWS
(Under breath)
VWhat's this? Letters?

He shuffles through them

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
(Under breath)
None have been post ed.

BRAMBERLY
(OGS You know it's been a while since |'ve cooked
for anyone.

Mat hews qui ckly cl oses the draw.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
You' re not one for guests then? What about your son?

BRAVBERLY
No, not really.

Branmberly picks up the frame of his son a places
it in the draw

BRAVBERLY
It's nice to have conpany though

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Can | snell sonething?

BRAMBERLY
Bugger the chops!!

I NT. BRAMBERLY' S HOME - KI TCHEN

They rush into the kitchen. You can hear the
snoke.

BRAMBERLY
Bugger bugger bugger!

He quickly throws it in the sink and runs the
tap. Wth a sizzle, the snoke stops. Mathews is
| aughi ng.

BRAVBERLY
Well | ook at that now we're both going to be hungry.
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DETECTI VE MATHEWS

(Still laughing.)
Yeah, but you running around. You know what. ['ll pay
for a Chinese.
BRAMBERLY
"1 get it.

He picks up his keys and | eaves the front door.

I NT. CHI NESE

BRAVBERLY
Thanks, Harry.

He takes the bag and the bell on the door rings
as he | eaves.

I NT. BRAMBERLY' S HOME - FRONT ROOM

Mat hews is snoring sound asl eep. The front door
opens.

BRAMBERLY
(O S) Rght got it.

Branberly conmes into the roomand sighs at the
si ght of Mathews. He takes a bl anket and throws
it over him

BRAMBERLY
There you go, | ad.

He turns off the lights as he | eaves the room
MORNI NG
Branberly opens the curtains briskly.

BRAMBERLY
Wakey, wakey. Rise and shine. |'ve had an early
nmor ni ng epi phany and we can't be | ate.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
(Hal f asl eep)
What is it?

BRAMBERLY
Cause of the strikes the bins are getting collected
this nmorning instead this week so if we're quick we
m ght find our gun.
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DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Let's go then.

They both junp up.
EXT. CHI NESE

Mat hews is runmagi ng around the skip | ooking for
t he gun.

BI N MAN
Right Sir we need to take this away now.

BRAMBERLY
Just wait. This is a police matter.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Now remind ne why is it your not in this bin with nme?

BRAVBERLY
|"mnot clinbing in there. My back will break. My
knees are aching just thinking about it.

BI N MAN
If we don't take it away in the next 10 mnutes it
w Il have to stay.

BRAMBERLY
How are you doing in there?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS

No need for your help anyway. |'ve found it.
BI N MAN
Finally.

Mat hews clinbs his way out and hands it over to
Branberly. The bin nmen take away the skip

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
What do you nake of it?

BRAMBERLY
It's a standard service handgun. It takes the sane
calibre as the coroner suggested. | reckon this was

i ssued to Lord Potts when he served. How did the
killer get hold of it?

A police siren takes their attention away as the

car pulls up and parks right next to them More
police cars join. The doors open and CHI EF
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| NSPECTOR HARRY MATHEWS st eps out.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Fat her, what are you doi ng here?

CH EF MATHEWS
Take the evidence away fromthat civilian. Son, what
the hell are you doi ng?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
| don't understand we had this al nost solved. W
found the second nurder weapon.

CH EF MATHEWS
What is all this "we'? You're the detective. |
t hought you were ready to step up.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
| am | just got sone help. This is Branberly.

CH EF MATHEWS
| know who he is.

BRAMBERLY
Ey up it's been yonks since | saw you | ast.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
You know each other? Way are you here?

CH EF MATHEWS
Do | have to spell everything out to you? |I'mtaking
over this case and |I'm hopi ng the damage you' ve
caused isn't permanent!

BRAVBERLY
(V.O | think things may have gotten a | ot worse for
me now, son. | don't believe in luck but I'"mstarting

to question if | mght be needing it. Your |oving
Fat her, Randol ph Branberly.
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BRAMBERLY
(V.O Dear Andrew, it turns out | can't keep ny past
behind ne. Eventually, it always conmes back like a
cancer. | don't know how Mathews will take this. Hs
father is the one | nentioned to you before |
retired. It's good to see he is doing well now, after
what happened. He rem nded ne a | ot of you when he
was younger. That was the problem | suppose.

CH EF MATHEWS
So ny sources have gotten nme a copy of tonorrow s
news. Let ne read it out to you, son, and see what
you think. 'Randol ph Branberly, who many nay
recogni se as the fanous Detective who sol ved such
cases as the m ssing Picasso painting and the nurder
of St John Francis has recently cone out of early
retirement to hel p the now i nconpetent police solve a
new nmurder. Lord Kenneth Potts of the House of Lords
was reported nmurdered...' Yardy yardy ya... Here's
the best bit. 'However, speaking to the village has
reveal ed the dark secret behind Branberly's
retirenment’

CUT TGO
EXT. CAFE
Branberly is sat outside as al ways.
NI CKY
Her e.
BRAVBERLY
Ta, |ove.
He takes a big sip fromthe cup. Lovely.
KATTY
WI1l you be going to the Live aid party at the Potts
| ater?
BRAVBERLY

| wasn't told about it.
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BRI DCET
It's not proper having a party after the |ast one.
I"mstill shaken.

KATTY
Qoo, yes. Well, it's at 6 if you're interested | ove.

They both shuffle off. The pub door across the
road swi ngs open and Mathews stornms out in a
huf f .

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
( Shout i ng)
| need to talk to you

He gets to the cafe.

BRAMBERLY
Ey up, take a seat.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
No! |I'm not taking a bloody seat.

BRAMBERLY
Ri ght, how nuch did he tell you?

REBECCA SMALL
Only the truth Randol ph.

Branmberly junps up fromhis seat.

BRAVBERLY
What have you witten? What do you get out of this?

REBECCA SMALL
Me? | get a front-page article about a bent detective
who took a bribe and was found out, only to be put
into a confortable retirenent and not punished |ike
he shoul d have been.

BRANMBERLY
That's not the whol e truth.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
VWhat is it then? Tell nme the truth for once.
(Beat)

BRAMBERLY
| can't.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Ri ght, conme with ne.
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He drags Branberly with himinside the cafe.

Mat hews | ocks the doors shut.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Excuse us, Nicky.

She picks up sonmething fromthe side and | eaves.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Now we are alone I'mgoing to tell you how !l see it.
You lied to ne. The nonent | net you. | | ooked up to
you. Trusted you with this case and the whole tine
you nust have known that if the reason for your
retirenment ever cane to light it would jeopardise al
evidence of its credibility, being found by a bent
cop.

BRAVBERLY
| understand but | tried not to get involved to start
wi t h.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
But you were nore than happy to get stuck in |later
on.

BRAVBERLY
The whol e thing swept nme up before | even knew it was
happeni ng.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Wel |, thank you very much for your input now ny
Fat her has taken over the case and |I'monly
Assi sti ng.

BRAMBERLY
What about ne?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
What about you? Do you think nmy father is going to
| et you anywhere near any of this? | should be
grateful | haven't lost ny job and you shoul d t hank
god you haven't been arrested.

There is a knock at the door.

LETTI CE
Are you open | ove?
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NI CKY
Ri ght, you two. Qut of the way.

She wal ks t hrough and unl ocks the door.

NI CKY
Sorry, Lettice would you |ike your usual green tea?

LETTI CE
That woul d be | ovely.

BRAMBERLY
Mat hews, |'m sorry.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
| don't want to hear it.

He wal ks out the door.

BRAVBERLY
Don't go. Let ne explain.

LETTI CE
| think he's gone, dear.

BRAMBERLY
Just bugger off Lettice you nosy old cow

He storns out of the cafe.

LETTI CE
Oh, | don't think that was needed.

NI CKY
You are a bit nosy though aren't you Lettice?

She is audi bly shocked.
| NT. DANI EL' S HOUSE

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
It's great to see you, Dani el

DANI EL POTTS
Yes. What an unexpected visit.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
l"mgoing to cut right to the chase. Being the father
figure in Annabels life | want you to help ne to get
her back on ny side.
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DANI EL POTTS
|"mnot really one to talk about love ny friend. The
hope of that |life ended for ne many years ago.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
|"msorry to hear that but | still have a chance.

DANI EL POTTS
As far as | can see it Annabel wants to start her
Iife now maybe she feels you would hold her back.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Ch yeah, | get that. | just need to pop to the little
boy's roomon the way out.

DANI EL POTTS
Upstairs on the right. 1'lIl see you at the party
| at er.
He | eaves the room and goes up the stairs.

EXT. POITS HOUSE - FRONT

CH EF MATHEWS
So the gun you found you believe is a service pistol
li ke the one Lord Potts would have been issued in the

arny?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
That's what Branberly said.

CH EF MATHEWS
He isn't a part of this case and officially never has
been you under st and?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Yes, Fat her.

CH EF MATHEWS
Well then let's finally get this case solved. Find
who had the gun and then we'll find the killer.
They knock on the door.

ANNABEL POTITS
Hel | 0?

CH EF MATHEWS
" m Chief Inspector Mathews. |s your nother in?
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ANNABEL POTTS
No, she's gone out for nore party decorations.

CH EF MATHEWS
No worries anyway.

He pushes his way past her.
| NT. POITS HOUSE - LOUNGE

CH EF MATHEWS
D d your Father ever keep a gun?

ANNABEL POTTS
Were's Branberly?

CH EF MATHEWS
Just answer the question.

ANNABEL POTTS

| wasn't nmeant to know about it but he kept it in a
drawer in the study. | saw hima fewtinmes wth it
when | was a child. He sonetines just sat and held
it. | suppose he was rem ni scing his arny days.

CH EF MATHEWS
So the study.

He wal ks of f.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Thank you, Annabel .

ANNABEL POTTS
Bit pushy isn't he? Any relation?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Unfortunately.

I NT. RETI REMENT HOVE - GAMES ROOM

BRAMBERLY
VWhere's Brenden?

NURSE
He's asleep at the nonent. He's gotten worse
recently. Sleeping nuch nore.

BRAVBERLY
"1l just say hello. | won't wake him
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I NT. RETI REMENT HOVE - BEDROOM

Branberly creeps through the door and tal ks

quietly.
BRAVBERLY
| just wanted to tell you | don't blanme you for
telling the journalist about my past. | know it was

you, only you know.

| feel so on the outside of the village at the
monment. Like when | first noved here but you' ve

al ways been here for ne mate. Wth ny son serving in
Ireland and all the troubles they' ve had over there |
suppose | felt wongly hostile towards the Irish.

But fromtalking to you first at the pub and then
getting to know you we really aren't that different.
Nei ther of us fully fits into this posh community. |
think having you to talk to is what's kept ne sober.
Ta for that.

Brenden starts to nake noi ses as he wakes up.

BRENDEN
You talk too nmuch. you're always so busy. You shoul d
stop and just think once in a while.

BRAMBERLY
Wul dn't that be nice? Now get back to sleep nate.

I NT. RETI REMENT HOVE - CORRI DOR

He cl oses the door.

NURSE

You know sonme famly cane to visit the other day.
BRAVBERLY

Fam | y? That's not likely Iove.
NURSE

Yes, she said she was his niece Rebecca.
BRAVBERLY

Right. Let ne know if anything happens.
NURSE

O course.
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INT. POITS HOUSE - STUDY

The drawers of a desk are open and cl osed. The
Police are now | ooki ng through the stuff in the
of fice.

ANNABEL POTTS
This is where he kept it | prom se.

CH EF MATHEWS
Well, it's rather suspicious that it's gone m ssing
don't you think?

Soneone opens the door.

MRS POITS
What's gone m ssing? Wio |let themin?

ANNABEL POTTS
Sorry, Mother. They asked about Father's gun.

MRS POTTS
How do you know about that?

CH EF MATHEWS
Do you know where it is?

MRS POTTS
Annabel dear if you could | eave the room this is
nmore of a delicate matter.

ANNABEL POTTS
No. I've had it with everyone | eaving ne out, |ying
and keeping secrets from ne.

Ms Potts huns di sapprovingly.

MRS POITS

Last nonth ny husband was a little drunk and rat her
saddened by the death of his Mther. Daniel was round
and they had one of their argunents about noney and
such. The next thing | knew Kenneth had taken out his
old pistol and was waving it about. In the state he
was in Daniel took it fromhimand he agreed to | ook
after it since.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
So the gun is still with Daniel Potts?

CH EF MATHEWS
Well clearly. Conme on let's go.
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They both | eave.

ANNABEL POTTS
Were you ever going to tell me about this?

MRS POTTS
Wiy would | need to? It was a one-tine nmatter. It was
just lucky your uncle was there.

ANNABEL POTTS
Uncl e Dani el has al ways been there for us.

Branberly wal ks into the fairly enpty pub
Rebbecca is at a table in the corner, witing
notes. He sits down.

BRAVBERLY
| didn't think you could be so cold. It's al nost
I npr essi ve.

REBECCA SMALL
What do you want now Branberly?

BRANMBERLY
A drink.

REBECCA SMALL
Isn't it alittle early for that?

BRAMBERLY
Depends on the situation. For nme, |'ve just been
humliated to the police and soon the whole country
and on top of that, the information was obtai ned by
tricking a sick old friend of mne by sone sliny,
cold journalist. So |I'mthinking scotch.

REBECCA SMALL
You only brought this on yourself.

BRAMBERLY
( Shout i ng)
You don't know anyt hi ng!
Ms Cryer rushes into the room

M5 CRYER
They're searching Daniel's hone. Alison is there now
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REBECCA SMALL
At | east soneone has done sonet hi ng.

They go to | eave.

M5 CRYER
Aren't you com ng?

BRAVBERLY
Not hing to do with nme anynore.

I NT. DANIEL'S HOUSE

Pol i ce are opening draws, boxes and rummagi ng
t hrough hi s bel ongi ngs.

DANI EL POTTS
Be careful with that! Wat are they |ooking for?

CH EF MATHEWS
If we tell you, you may lie to us.

MRS POTTS
Is this really necessary?

CH EF MATHEWS
This is a murder investigation. Maybe the | ast
Detective didn't stress enough the seriousness of
that fact but I amnot the sane. Now | need you to
stay out of ny officer's way.

The front door opens. Rebecca and Ms Cryer cone

in.

CH EF MATHEWS
No. Get themout. No nore visitors thank you

REBECCA SMALL
Is it true you are searching for the nurder weapon?

CH EF MATHEWS
We are certainly not talking to the press. Qut!

OFFI CER
Coul d you both | eave the prem ses?

REBECCA SMALL
Fine. 1'll be outside.

The officer closes the front door behind them
MVat hews wal ks into the room
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DETECTI VE MATHEWS
|"ve found sonet hing.

CH EF MATHEWS
That's not what we are | ooking for. Keep searching.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
It's the jacket he was wearing on the night of the
mur der .

DANI EL POTTS
VWhat about it?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
| found this in the inside pocket covered in bl ood.

CH EF MATHEWS
Good work son

DANI EL POTTS
Let nme see that!

CH EF MATHEWS
| amafraid this is now evidence.

An officer cones down the stairs.

OFFI CER
We found the gun box, sir. Hi dden under the bed.

DANI EL POTTS
O course, it was hidden. If you told nme | could have
shown you ny brother's gun but you'll see it is quite
saf e inside.

They open the box.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
It's enpty.

DANI EL POTTS
VWhere is it?

CH EF MATHEWS
Sitting in evidence where it was di scovered di scarded
in a skip outside the Chinese.
Chi ef Mat hews takes out his handcuffs.

CH EF MATHEWS
Dani el Potts, | amarresting you on suspicion of the
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mur der of Lord Kenneth Potts and M ss Audree N ven.
You do not have to say anything but anything you do

say wll be taken down and nay be given in evidence.

He wal ks hi m out of the house.

MRS POTTS
You can't. You don't knowit's him

DETECTI VE MATHEWS

Pl ease stand back. Don't make this worse for anyone.

EXT. DANI EL'S HOUSE

The front door opens and Daniel is escorted in
handcuffs towards a police car.

REBECCA SMALL
So is that it Chief have you made the arrest?

CH EF MATHEWS
No comrent. Cet out of the way.

REBECCA SMALL
Detective, how does it feel to finally find the
killer?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
A statenent will be released at the correct time.

Ms Potts steps out the front door to see the
police cars drive away.

M5 CRYER
| can't believe it. Can you?

MRS POTTS
| can't believe a |lot of things that have happened
recently. | guess you won't be staying for the Live
Aid party now.

M5 CRYER
Do you still think that's a good idea?

MRS POTTS

It mght bring the community back together not that
you' ve hel ped.

M5 CRYER

Vell, I"msure you'll be happy not to see ne for a
whi | e.

Created using Celtx

86.



87.

Ms Potts doesn't reply and wal ks away.

INT. POITS HOUSE - CONSERVATORY

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
So what do you think?

ANNABEL POITS
You'll pay for the whol e thing?

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Al three years.

ANNABEL POTTS
And you' Il cone visit ne every weekend?

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
| prom se. Now can | give you this back?

He opens up a ring box.

ANNABEL POTTS
Oh, | don't know. Aren't | little young for a ring?

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
But it shows how nmuch | | ove you.

ANNABEL POITS
| know. We'll announce it at the party later.

She chuckl es and the door bursts open.

MRS POITS
Have you heard about your Uncle?

ANNABEL POTTS
No, what's happened?

LETTER

BRAMBERLY
(V.O | can't do it any longer. |I've tried really
hard to stay away but the darkness keeps creeping
back in. Just one bottle. 1'll only have one drink
fromit |I promse. It will just help calmnme down and
relax me again. Stop nme fromthinking so nuch about
this case. I'l|l be okay.

[ NT. CORNER SHOP

Branberly places a bottle on the counter
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KATTY

Bad | uck with the whol e thing.
BRAVBERLY

Ta | ove.
KATTY

s it true? What the papers are sayi ng?

BRAMBERLY
| would rather buy ny drink and get hone, if it's al
the sane to you, Katty.

KATTY
At | east you stopped the graffiti, Detective.

BRAMBERLY
l'mretired renenber?

He puts the coins on the counter and takes his
bottl e.

EXT. VILLAGE

ANNABEL POTTS
(OFF) Branberly! Branberly!

She runs up to himuntil he stops.

BRAVBERLY
It's over. They found the killer.

ANNABEL POTTS
No. It can't be Uncle Daniel | just don't believe it.

BRAMBERLY
You don't have to believe it. You just have to accept
it.

ANNABEL POTTS
|"ve spoken to Detective Mathews he said they'll
allow you to talk with him It's what ny Uncl es asked
for.

BRAMBERLY
VWhat does he want to talk to ne for?

ANNABEL POTTS
He's innocent. Please | et himexplain.
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BRAMBERLY
You care a lot for your Uncle?

ANNABEL POTTS
He's been like a father to ne really. | can't have
him go. Not with everything that's happened.

BRAVBERLY
| will speak with himbut | can't promise it wll
change anyt hi ng.

ANNABEL POTTS
Thank you.

I NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
So Daniel Potts what was your relationship |like with
your |ate Brother?

DANI EL POTTS
You' ve already asked ne this with Branberly.

CH EF MATHEWS
And | want a clear picture of how you killed him

DANI EL POTTS
| didn't kill him I'mtelling you.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Are you able to explain the blooded tissue found in
your pocket?

DANI EL POTTS
It wasn't nme | didn't put it there.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
So you were framed?

DANI EL POTTS
Yes.

CH EF MATHEWS
That coul d seem pl ausi bl e but what about your m ssing
gun that was nost likely used in the shooting of Mss
Ni ven?

DANI EL POTTS

That gun has been sitting in the box ever since |
took it from Kennet h.
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CH EF MATHEWS
And we only have your word for that?

The door opens.

CH EF MATHEWS
VWhat is it?

OFFI CER
Sonmeone is here to speak with the suspect.

CH EF MATHEWS
What do you nean?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
That woul d be down to ne.

CH EF MATHEWS
Let's speak outside.

INT. ATY POLICE STATI ON

They cl ose the door behind them

CH EF MATHEWS
What is the meaning of this?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
The suspect asked to speak with Branberly.

CH EF MATHEWS
This | cannot all ow.

BRAMBERLY
Unfortunately for you as a private detective in hire
by the Potts famly | amentitled to speak with
client regarding the case.

CHI EF MATHEWS
Son, | do not appreciate being undermned in this

way.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
|"m sorry father.

CH EF MATHEWS
"Il allow 5 mnutes with the suspect no nore. Do you
under st and?

BRAMBERLY
Wiy wouldn't |?
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He opens the door.

I NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM

Branmberly conmes in and sits down

DANI EL POTTS
Branberly it is so good to see you

BRAMBERLY
Ey up, we don't have nuch tinme to talk so tell nme why
' m here.

DANI EL POTTS
| need you to prove ny innocence.

BRAVBERLY
And are you? This is very inportant. Are you innocent
of your brother's nurder?

DANI EL POTTS

Yes. I'mnot a killer. I didn't go to the arny |ike
Kenneth. | sware on... on Annabels's life, | did not
kill anyone.

BRAMBERLY

The m ssing gun. The bl ooded tissue. The noney he
owed you for the funeral. You and Annabel are the

only people left on the will. It's all pointing in
your direction. | can see where the police are com ng
from

DANI EL POTTS
No, you have to believe ne.

The door opens.

OFFI CER
Branberly we have a call for you

BRANMBERLY
Can it wait?

OFFI CER
They say it's urgent.

INT. ATY POLICE STATI ON

He picks up the phone.
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BRAVBERLY
Branberly speaki ng. Yes. What's happened? That can't
be right I only spoke to himthis norning. Ah, |
under stand. Thank you for getting hold of ne. | wll
arrange to visit when | can. Goodbye.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
VWhat was it?

BRAMBERLY
Just death knocking on the Irish door.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
" m sorry.

BRAMBERLY
Ta if you let ne be for alittle nonent.

He wal ks away.
CH EF MATHEWS
So son let's crack this man and we can finish this
and go hone.

EXT. ATY STREET

Branberly wal ks down the steps. He takes the
bottle fromhis pocket and unscrews the |id.

BRAVBERLY
This is to you, Brenden. I'msorry son. | can't hold
on any | onger.

He stops and starts to shake. The cars continue
to pass. Hi s breathing becones intense.

AUDI O FLASHBACK

BRENDEN
You shoul d stop and just think once in a while.

BACK TO SCENE

He starts to control his breathing. Branmberly
makes the sound of the traffic fade away around
hi m as he stops to think.

AUDI O FLASHBACK

M SS NI VEN
Ch, it nmust be comng up to 20 years. | was brought
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in when Ms Potts becane pregnant wth Annabel

MRS POTTS
Not hing will surprise ne, honestly. Especially if
it's about ny husband's affair. | was inforned

yesterday afternoon when Kenneth was at that counci
nmeeting by Professor Jobins.

BRAMBERLY
A cheese knife. The killer nust have wiped it and
dropped it here. The vase was snashed before the
st abbi ng.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
| was being blacknmailed by Potts about ny own affair.
The fact of the matter is | | ove Annabel.

ANNABEL POTTS
They served together in the arny before he got

marri ed.
M SS NI VEN

It woul d have been Ml aysia 66 | think.

We all have to renmenber she still is only 19.
MR PRI CE

As far as | can see it he didn't have nmuch noney |eft
anyway. Not in the way of savings.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Is this where Daniel lives? His brother has that nice
bi g house and yet he lives in this state.

DANI EL POTTS
He woul dn't even help pay for her funeral.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
It seenms his vast fortune that now Annabel is to
al nost solely inherit is not nearly as lucrative as
it once seened.

BRAMBERLY
A service pistol | reckon. Hold on what's all this on
the table?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Don't know. Sonme sort of paperworKk.

DANI EL POTTS
That gun has been sitting in the box where you found

Created using Celtx



94.

it ever since | took it from Kenneth.

DANI EL POTTS

I"'mnot a killer. | didn't go to the arny like
Kenneth. | sware on... on Annabels's life, | did not
kill anyone.

BRANMBERLY

This famly, this village is twisted in love like a
tangl ed rope tightening into a knot that can never be
undone. We nust untangle these people Mathews if we
want to find the truth

BACK TO SCENE

He tightens his grip on the bottle and throws it
across the street. It smashes on the ground with
an angry scream

INT. ATY POLICE STATI ON

Branmberly bursts through the doubl e doors.

BRAMBERLY
Det ecti ve a word.

He clicks his fingers and keeps wal ki ng.

BRAMBERLY
| know who the real killer is but I need your help.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
| can't be seen doing this investigation with you
anynor e.

BRAMBERLY
Vell, | need to tell you the facts.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
| just can't be dealing with you right now.

BRAMBERLY
( Shout i ng)
WIIl you listen?!
(Beat)
.. because | need to tell you... ny son... is dead and

has been for many years.

Mat hews sits down.
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BRAMBERLY
Years ago, when you were just a |ad, a budding young
cop stepped up to be a detective. | saw so nmuch of ny
son in him Sone now m ght say too much. Well, he

made a m stake as far as | could see. He all owed
hinmself to take a bribe. This was discovered by ny
Chief at the time and rather than letting this new
cop's future go to nothing I took the blane. Took
early retirenment and swept the whole thing under the
rug. Now | didn't want to tell you this but that
young cop was your Father.

CH EF MATHEWS
(OFF) Now that isn't the whole truth, is it?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
But the rest is true? You allowed this?

CH EF MATHEWS
It was all the old Chief's idea. He wanted Branberly
gone.

BRAVBERLY
That's not right.

CH EF MATHEWS
You were turning up late. Half gone, still drunk.
Your son's death hit you and that divorce destroyed
what was left. Retiring you was the best option.

BRAMBERLY
| was the best detective this station ever had!

CH EF MATHEWS
You were but then drink ruined that. Now, what are
you? Spreading lies. Interfering in police matters.
Sticking your big nose where it doesn't bel ong.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Stop! | won't have this any longer. |I'mno | onger
going to have you talk down to others that don't
deserve it. You're a cruel, bully of a cop and not
even half the Detective Branberly can be.

CH EF MATHEWS
| won't have you speak to ne like this in ny Police
St ati on!

DETECTI VE MATHEWS

That's fine because we're about to | eave and arrest
the real killer.
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EXT. ATY STREET

They both wal k down the steps together.

BRAVBERLY
Ta, Detective. Very Kind.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Were are we goi ng?

He is scratching sonme witing on the paper as he

tal ks.
BRAVBERLY
| need you to gather all the remaining suspects in
the college and do this list of things. I wll neet
you there.
I NT. LECTURE HALL
Everyone is sitting in the hall, waiting.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Wiy have we been gathered here in ny classroon?

MRS POITS
You know full well | have a party to organise so this
better be inportant.

MR PRI CE
Have they arrested the killer already?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
If you wait just a nonent then you will find out the
truth of the matter.

REVEREND GREEN
Patience is a virtue in justice.

The door opens and Branberly strides in.

BRAMBERLY
| would say patience is a virtue in all of life but
you're not wong Vicar when it cones to the work of a
Det ecti ve.

ANNABEL POTTS
What have you di scovered Branberly?

BRAMBERLY
| have been able to sort out our pesky killer.
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MRS POITS
Wio did it?

BRAVBERLY
Pl ease let ne explain fromwhere it all began. Your
husband, Lord Kenneth Potts, tragic untinely death.
Each one of you in this roomhad the opportunity to
stab Lord Potts with the cheese knife but only one
participated in that fatal blow. So fromthe top. The
lights go out, everyone starts to sing happy
bi rt hday.

AUDI O FROM THE NI GHT, SI NG NG
The only light cones fromthe cake as it is brought
into the room giving the killer the chance to grab
the cheese knife fromthe table and when the candl es
are distingui shed and the room goes dark. Lord Potts
is stabbed in the neck.

The bit that doesn't make sense is how did the nurder
weapon end up across the other side of the roonf |
forgot one vital nonent in ny tale.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
The smashed vase.

BRAMBERLY
Exactly. The killer threw the knife across the room
as a distraction and as a cl ever piece of
m sdirection for sone dimw tted policeman to ponder
over.

But then we nust ask what knife did they use to stab
the victimif they have just thrown it across the
roon? I wager they had a second identical knife from
their own cheese set.

MRS POTTS
That's not possible. Lord Potts brought those knives
back from Australia when in the arny. They are hand-
crafted. Uni que.

BRAMBERLY
Wel | exactly. You would notice the sane col our and
grain of the wooden handles for each set. Which | bet
you didn't realise, did you, Professor?

There is a small gasp.
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PROFESSOR JOBI NS
What are you possibly insinuating? Wy would I kill
my best mate?

BRAMBERLY
As we know he didn't approve of your relationship
with his daughter.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
But | was going to be with Annabel whatever her
father m ght say.

BRAMBERLY
That m ght be your thought, you do |ove her but I
t hi nk Annabel nmentioned she wanted her father's
bl essi ng, especially considering her inheritance. You
had the chance to marry Annabel and have a cut of the
nmoney together to start a new life.

ANNABEL POTTS

But none of us knew about the will till this week.
BRANMBERLY
Well, M Price knew and somehow so did the Vicar.

Isn't it true that you, the Vicar and M Price are
comon dri nki ng buddies at the | ocal ?

MR PRI CE
Yes, and | could have let it slip while drinking.

BRAMBERLY
But what about the Brother? Daniel gets a cut unless
maybe he's in prison for nurder. Leaving Annabel with
the full share of the inheritance. What's unfortunate
is you probably didn't realise howlittle noney is
left. Still, the happily married couple would get the
house.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
This is all silly you can't prove anything.

BRAVBERLY
You served in the army with Lord Potts?

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
Yes, we all know t hat.

BRAMBERLY

Mal aysia 1966 | think Mss Niven told us. Annabel how
old are you?
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MRS POITS
Now there is no need to go there Branberly.

ANNABEL POTTS
VWhat do you nmean Mother? |'m 19

BRAMBERLY
And 19 years ago Lord Potts cane back fromthe arny
in high spirits and knocked up your Mother causing
the two to get married and save face. However, the
dates don't line up, do they? You had to already be
pregnant before he returned hone.

ANNABEL POTITS
VWhat does he nean? Tell ne.

MRS POITS
Wil e your Father was away we were still only really
tal king. Daniel stayed because of his dyspraxia they
woul dn't let himjoin.

BRAMBERLY
| didn't notice the connection of your shared
dyspraxia as it's not conclusive proof but you've
al ways t hought of your uncle as a father figure turns
out you weren't far off.

ANNABEL POTTS
VWho knew?

MRS POTITS
Only nme. Not even Daniel. | made up ny m nd when
Kennet h canme back and | made it clear to Daniel who |
was to marry.

MR PRI CE
But if Annabel isn't Lord Potts's real daughter then
she isn't entitled to the inheritance as witten.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
This is getting nore far-fetched by the m nute.

BRAVBERLY
O course, you knew Alison, that's why he attenpted
to poi son you that night at the pub with strychnine.
Sonething |'"msure isn't too difficult to order as a
chem stry teacher. Onh, and Mss N ven worked it out.
When needing to do all the paperwork in order to get
Annabel into university |I think she spotted the
di screpancy in the birth certificate and that is why
she had to go.
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AUDI O FROM THE GUNSHOT

BRAMBERLY
The gun used was a clever touch. Know ng that both
you and Lord Potts owned the sane pistol you could
easily frame whoever had possession of it. You just
had to nake sure the police found it by throwing it
willy-nilly then visit Daniel and take the other gun
fromthe box under his bed so it was mssing. Wth
t he added touch of the blooded tissue planted when
you took Dani el home drunk fromthe party. Everything
was designed to point in one direction, away from
you.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
This is all conjecture. You have no proof.

BRANMBERLY
Det ecti ve.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Yes, Branberly.

BRAMBERLY
Did you find everything on ny list?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
You nean did | find an identical gun and a full set
of cheese knives in Professor Jobbins's hone?

BRAVBERLY
That is exactly what | nean.

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
So | own identical stuff. W've been friends for
years.

BRANMBERLY
|dentical ? Alnost. Let's take a | ook at those knives.

They are placed on the table and opened up.
BRAVBERLY
One of these things is not |ike the other. One of
these things has a slightly different col our wood to
t he handl e.
He picks it up.

BRAMBERLY
Blood is so hard to get rid of. It runs, it pours, it
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stains al nost everything and we know t he weapon was
only wi ped clean. W' ve seen the bl ooded tissue so

there is no way of telling this was the knife that

stabbed Lord Potts. Unless..

So nowis the time to tell you why we are here
specifically in this college today. Detective the

l'ights.
The lights get switched off and there is a smal
gasp.
BRAMBERLY
In darkness, the truth is reveal ed. Jobbins you are a
very good thrower. | see you every year at the
coconut shy. I'msure you killed in the nanme of your

country but this week you killed in the name of just

one person, yourself. You are a clever man so that is
why it takes just one cleverer to know that bl ood can
often still be seen using W light. So when | swtch

the UV light on...

Mat hews turns on the UV |ight.

REVEREND GREEN
The blood on the knife | can see it.

The lights get turned back on.

BRAMBERLY
| f you could do the honours now Detective.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Peter Jobbins, | amarresting you for the nurder of
Lord Kenneth Potts and M ss Audree Niven. You do not
have to say anything but anything you do say will be
taken down and may be given in evidence.

ANNABEL POTTS
How coul d you do this?

PROFESSOR JOBI NS
| didit for us so we could have a |ife together

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
O ficers take himaway.

They escort himfromthe roomin his handcuffs.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Thank you everyone for your tinme and corporation on
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this case. Al passports wll be issued back to you
i n due course.

M5 CRYER
Too bl oody | ate.

Annabel is crying.

ANNABEL POTTS
Mot her, |I'msorry.

MRS POITS
Come here, darling. It's over now.

ANNABEL POTTS
We shoul d get back for the party.

MRS POITS
Let's not do the party. W'll go get your uncle and
watch it just as a famly for once.

ANNABEL POTTS
Thank you.

BRAMBERLY
Did you do the last thing on the list?

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Rebbeca has arranged the press for a statenent
outsi de. What are you going to say?

BRAMBERLY
Oh no, | won't be saying a thing. As you have rightly
poi nted out any evidence related to nme will not stand
in court. This is your nonent to step up, son

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
But what about you?

BRAVBERLY
| think I'Il go away for a bit. Let this blow over.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
It was a pl easure.

BRAVBERLY
Thank you, Detective.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
No t hank you, Detective.
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They bot h chuckl e.

DETECTI VE MATHEWS
Here we go then.

Mat hews opens the door to the sound of busy
journalists and flashing caneras. The sounds
stop as the door is closed.

LETTER
BRAVBERLY
(V.O Dear Brenden. | amgoing away for a while now.
| thought maybe the new air would do ne good. | mss

comng over to talk to you, you always had sonet hi ng
interesting to say.

When | first nmet you, you suggested witing these
letters and that has hel ped nme through ny battle with
drinking. This tragic event has made nme think it's
time | told you sonething you al ready know. Sonething
|'"ve kept from nyself.

My son is dead. He died in service in Ireland many
years ago and | need to stop pretending that didn't
happen. Just like | need to accept that you' re not
with me now either.

Thank you mate. All the best. Randol ph Branberly.
P.S. Checkmat e.

THE END
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